Isaiah 47
47:1 "Come down and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon; Sit on the ground without a throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans! For they will not continue to call you tender and pampered.  {Qal imperv.f.s. dr;y" to go down, come down, descend--waw + Qal imperv.f.s. bv;y" to sit down, to stay in a place, to dwell--prep. l[; on, upon--m.s.n. rp'[' dry earth, fine ground, dust--f.s.n.const. hl'WtB. a young woman of marriageable age; in certain contexts, a virgin is in view--f.s.n.const. tB; daughter of-- prop.noun lb,B' babhel--Qal imperv.f.s. bv;y" to sit down, to stay in a place, to dwell--insep.prep. l + f.s.n. #r,a, earth, ground, land--adverb !yIa; expresses non-existence, there does not exist--m.s.n. aSeKi a set, a chair, particularly a royal throne--f.s.n.const. tB; daughter of--prop.noun ~yDIf.K; the racial stock of those who ruled Babylon--conj. yKi that, when, because; causal or explanatory--neg. al{ + Hiphil imperf. 2 f.s. @s;y" to add something, to do something again, not again, you will not continue--Qal imperf. 3 m.p. ar'q' they will not call, they will not identify or designate--insep.prep. l + 2 f.s. to or for you--f.s.adj. %r; 16X, tender, soft, timid, sensitive--waw + f.s.adj. gnO[' 3X, used to luxury, spoiled, pampered, coddled}
Exposition vs. 1
1. This chapter contains the last of Isaiah’s prophecies against prophetic Babylon and uses very graphic imagery to describe the loss of her position in the world order and her subsequent destruction.

2. It is clearly an oracle against Babylon, which some have further described it as a dirge or a taunt song; a taunt song is a literary genre that denigrates the object of judgment with mocking and sarcastic speeches.
3. The taunts are found throughout this chapter and are designed to ridicule Babylon for what is about to come upon her in terms of God’s judgment.
4. There is no question that the primary speaker throughout this section is the Lord Himself; the only exception to that is found in the chorus of verse 4, which must be attributed to God’s people. 
5. The passage begins with two imperatives which are used to convey God’s single-minded and relentless purpose, which is to destroy prophetic Babylon.

6. As Oswalt has rightly stated, “The language of the poem is harsh, almost brutal…and the opening imperatives are terse and abrupt.”
    
7. As many interpreters have observed, this prophecy is consistent with the previous two passages in Isaiah 13 and Isaiah 21; however, they have likewise noted that this prophecy cannot be reconciled with the conquest of Babylon by the historic Medes.
8. As Goldingay admits, "It cannot be said that there is a close correspondence between the events envisaged here and the actual events surrounding the fall of Babylon in 539 BC."

9. The prophecy begins with God addressing prophetic Babylon, who is personified as a woman of royal descent, a princess who has enjoyed the luxuries of life within a seemingly invincible kingdom.

10. The nation is personified in this chapter as the embodiment of a self-centered, power-crazed woman who believes herself to be above the consequences of her mental attitude arrogance and the consequences of her bad behavior.
11. There is certainly an emphasis on her commitment to, and enjoyment of temporal, worldly success and the luxurious lifestyle that it brings.
12. However, this woman also personifies the reality of self-deception which does not take into account the righteousness and justice of God; she arrogantly believes that she will never be called to account for her egotistical attitudes and actions.
13. One aspect of her deception is the foolish belief that she has nothing to fear in the future and that her position is assured in perpetuity; in that regard, she harbors the illusion that she is divine, elevating herself to the same status as God.  Isa. 47:8
14. Babylon is portrayed as a woman who is proudly seated on the throne of an empire; she is described as doing whatever she has wants to do, enforcing her will on others who are not able to withstand her. 
15. The first command to come down is a command to relinquish her place on the throne, while the second imperative sit in the dust is designed to portray the humiliation and degradation that are to come upon her.
16. The throne is a symbol of royal power and was considered so important by Sennacherib that he carried a portable throne with him so those he conquered could acknowledge his power and authority.

17. Isaiah portrays Babylon (the city and its empire) as a beautiful and arrogant woman who is forced to abandon her prestigious position, take the lowly place of a slave, and engage in the type of menial service slaves perform.
18. The Hebrew verb bv;y" (yashabh--sit, remain, dwell) is used six times in this chapter, and each has a slightly different nuance.
a. The first usage is in verse 1, which is a command to indicate that God will forcibly remove Babylon from her throne; there is no sense in which she would willingly assume this posture.

b. The second use is also found in this verse, and it is designed to reinforce the reality that this is going to happen.
c. The third usage is found in verse 5, and it likely serves two purposes; the first is to silence her arrogant boasts about her supposed superiority, and the second is to emphasize the mourning that will come to the nation.
d. The next usage is found in verse 8, which emphasizes the security that Babylon enjoyed for much of her existence.
e. The fifth usage is also in verse 8, and it emphasizes Babylon’s arrogant boast that what may have happened to other kingdoms will never happen to her.
f. The last usage is found in verse 14 and conveys the irony that although Babylon will suffer a fiery cataclysm, there will be no way for any survivors to keep warm.
19. The Lord addresses her as a virgin, which a significant number of interpreters recognize as a figure for one who is beautiful, desirable, refined, and unconquered.

a. There has been a significant amount of discussion as to the actual meaning of the Hebrew noun hl'WtB. (bethulah), which the New American Standard version translates as virgin in 49 out of its 50 occurrences in the Old Testament.
b. There are cognates in other Middle Eastern languages (Egyptian and Akkadian) which occasionally emphasize the matter of virginity but which are mostly used in a more general sense to describe a young, unmarried girl.

c. The Hebrew noun rWxB' (bachur--young man), which denotes a young but grown man who still enjoys the vigor of youth, is used in 15 passages with the noun hl'WtB. (bethulah); these passages appear to make the distinction between young men and young women (not specifically virgins).  Deut. 32:25; IIChron. 36:17; Ps. 148:12; Jer. 51:22

d. However, there are a number of passages in which the noun does communicate the idea of virgo intacta (a virgin).  Gen. 24:16; Deut. 22:13-21; Lev. 21:3,13-14; Judges 21:12; IISam. 13:2,18; Ezek. 44:22 

e. Since the Mosaic Law legislated the death penalty for young women who were not found to be virgins at the time the marriage was consummated, it seems that the term does emphasize the matter of virginity.
20. Thus, this address indicates that this spoiled princess has never suffered the horrors of warfare or the grisly realities of an invasion or military conquest.

21. It is evident that the princess has not suffered significant military setbacks or defeats at the time of this address; likewise, prophetic Babylon has never suffered an invasion or military defeat at the hand of any hostile forces.
22. However, there is no question that the virgin daughter of Babylon is considered to be vulnerable, in spite of her protestations to the opposite.  Isa. 47:7-9

23. In like manner, in spite of all the rhetoric, misinformation, and disinformation that are foisted on the American people, this nation is quite vulnerable militarily.

24. In an article written for The Daily Signal at the beginning of 2017, John Cooper made the following observations:

a. In testimony before the Senate and House Armed Services Committees, the vice chiefs of staff of the Army, Navy, Marines, and Air Force articulated pressing concerns about the state of their branches’ readiness to respond to conflicts overseas or attacks on the homeland.
b. The hearing highlighted substantial readiness and capacity issues within each of the armed services.
c. While the Army has 58 total brigade combat teams (the Army’s main combat building block), only three are considered ready for combat.
d. The Navy’s fleet is the smallest it has been in nearly 100 years; this makes ship repairs harder to complete, as those vessels are now needed on the waterways.

e. Eighty percent of Marine aviation units do not have even the minimum number of aircraft they need for training and basic operations.
f. The Air Force is the smallest and, in terms of many of its aircraft, oldest it has ever been; the service had 8,600 aircraft in 1991, while today it only has 5,500, and those aircraft are an average of 27 years old. 
g. If that were not bad enough, fewer than half of those aircraft are prepared to take on and defeat American adversaries.
h. These troubling findings by the services echo those laid out by The Heritage Foundation in its 2017 Index of Military Strength, which rated the Army as weak and the other three branches as marginal in terms of their ability to fight and win major conflicts.
25. The first two imperatives are then reinforced by the repetition of the verb bv;y" (yashabh--sit, sit down); the term dust is changed to ground, and the Lord makes it plain that a throne does not exist for this spoiled woman any longer.

26. This command to sit without a throne is analogous to the fact that America will be deposed from its position of world dominance and will rule over the nations no longer.

27. The next way Babylon is addressed is seen in the phrase daughter of the Chaldeans, which emphasizes the primary racial stock that formed the Babylonian kingdom.

28. The genetic stock from which prophetic Babylon comes is a mixture of three groups which include the Britons, the Angles, and the Saxons; thus, the prophetic Chaldeans are loosely to be identified as Anglo-Saxons.
29. The conjunction yKi (kiy--that, when, because) is used at the end of verse 1 to provide the cause or reason as to why Babylon should take her place on the dust of the ground.
30. Although the construction is somewhat complicated, the New American Standard translation adequately conveys the sense of the Hebrew.
31. The third-person plural subject is to be understood as referencing those who look on the princess from the outside; the cosmos sees her as tender and delicate, since she enjoys the best the world can offer and lives a luxurious, self-indulgent lifestyle.
32. The two terms used to describe Babylon both describe aspects of luxury, the refinements and privileges of the court, and the elegant life of carefree enjoyment and ease.
33. The first adjective %r; (rak--tender) deals with that which is soft or delicate, that which is fragile and needs to be protected from the harsh realities of the world outside of the palace.
34. The second adjective gnO[' (anogh--delicate) refers to one who is delicate and refined, one who is pampered, coddled, or spoiled.
35. This woman, who lived a lavish and self-indulgent lifestyle in which she never had to do any menial work in her life, will suffer great degradation as she will be reduced to the status of an abject slave.
36. This is the prophetic way of expressing that the exalted position that the US has occupied for much of its existence, along with all the luxuries of her extravagant lifestyle, will be removed under the final cycle of discipline.
47:2 "Take the millstones and grind meal. Remove your veil, strip off the skirt, Uncover the leg, cross the rivers.  {Qal imperv.f.s. xq;l' to take hold of something--m.dual.n. ~yIx;re 5X, the two small stones of a hand mill--waw + Qal imperv.f.s. !x;j' 7X, to grind or crush with stones--m.s.n. xm;q, the meal or flour that is produced by grinding grain--Piel imperv.f.s. hl'G" to remove or uncover something-- f.s.n.const. + 2 f.s.suff. hM'c; 4X, a woman’s veil--Qal imperv.f.s. @f;x' 11X, to strip of a covering so that what is covered is laid bare--m.s.n. lb,vo 1X, a flowing skirt--Piel imperv.f.s. hl'G" to remove or uncover something--f.s.n. qAv the leg--Qal imperv.f.s. rb;[] to cross over, to pass--m.p.n. rh'n" rivers}
47:3 "Your nakedness will be uncovered, indeed your shame also will be exposed; I will take vengeance and will not spare a man."  {Niphal imperf. 3 f.s. hlG" be removed, be uncovered (jussive?)--f.s.n.const. + 2 f.s.suff. hw"r>[, nakedness, esp. the genital region--particle ~G: also, indeed--Niphal imperf. 3 f.s. ha'r' will be seen--f.s.n.const. + 2 f.s.suff. hP'r>x, shame, reproach; possible reference to the genitals--m.s.n. ~q'n" 17X, vengeance, justice executed--Qal imperf. 1 s. xq;l' I will take, execute, extract--waw + neg. al{ and not--Qal imperf. 1 s. [g:P' lit. to encounter or meet; the sense is there will be no man to meet--m.s.n. ~d'a' a man}
47:4 Our Redeemer, the LORD of hosts is His name, The Holy One of Israel.  {Qal act.part.m.s. const. + 1 p.suff. la;G' to redeem someone from difficulty or danger; the participle=redeemer--prop.noun hwhy YHWH--c.p.n. ab'c' armies--m.s.n.const. + 3 m.s.suff. ~ve His name--m.s.adj.const. vAdq' what is set apart, sacred, holy--prop.noun laer'f.yI Israel}
Exposition vs. 2-4

1. Following the commands in verse 1 for Babylon to descend from her lofty position and sit in the dust, the Lord now issues commands that are commensurate with her reduced status.
2. Instead of ordering others around as if they live only to serve her, she is now ordered around as the lowest of the slave class.
3. The first order is to take the two stones (the Hebrew uses a dual form) that comprise the hand mill, sit in the dirt, and perform the tedious task of grinding the grain into meal or flour.
4. It cannot be proven that grinding in itself was the kind of work that was despised, since, like kneading and baking, it belonged to the common occupations of women. 
5. However, if there were slaves in the household, this menial task would be done by them and not by the mistress (certainly not by the queen).
6. One reason for this is that there was no special ability required for performing this task; therefore, one would not assign this work to slaves with higher qualifications or greater skills.
7. Those who labored at the millstones were considered the lowest strata of society; this is seen in the contrast between the Pharaoh and the maid behind the mill.  Ex. 11:5
8. The mill was actually comprised of a lower stone, which had a peg fixed in the middle, and an upper stone, which had a hole drilled in its center through which the peg of the lower stone protruded.
9. Grain was poured into the hole while the upper stone was turned; a groove from the center to the circumference of the lower stone allowed the ground meal to work its way out from between the two stones.
10. Instead of enjoying the life of ease to which she has become accustomed, she will no longer by served by those who prepared and cooked food fit for a queen.
11. Rather, Babylon will suffer the humiliation of doing the menial, tedious, and tiring work of preparing food for others.
12. Given this reduction in status, she will no longer be able to maintain the look or demeanor of one that lived a life of pampered comfort.
13. The next command to remove the veil has prompted a few explanations, which include the idea of protecting her skin from damage, shielding her beauty from the gaze of the common people, or simply a command that reflects her new status as a slave.
14. There is no question that the veil was used as a way of preserving the modesty of a woman, particularly women of significant status.
15. The most well-known use of the veil dates back to the Assyrians, whose legal code dictated that wives, daughters, and widows must wear veils, but prostitutes and slave women were forbidden from it.
16. Thus, the removing of the veil would symbolize her demotion to slavery and remove any idea that her beauty was too great for the common people to observe.
17. The next command to strip off the skirt is designed to portray further humiliation and loss of the finery that had been part of her lavish lifestyle.
18. The Hebrew term lb,vo (shobhel--skirt) is used only here but deals with the train or flowing long garments that were worn by the most privileged of women.
19. This command naturally leads to the next one, to uncover the leg, which suggests a further blow to the modesty of one who had not known real suffering.

20. In ancient literature, respectable women were generally portrayed with long skirts, so uncovered legs were considered as inappropriate; showing the thigh was something reserved for the poor, prisoners, dancing girls, or prostitutes.

21. Some think these commands are given simply to prepare her for more hard labor in the field, while others suggest that all this refers to the disrobing and sexual humiliation of a captive slave.
22. The final command of verse 2 is one that is vague, but most have concluded that it is a command for the virgin princess to travel without the benefit of a carriage or a chair carried about by her slaves.
23. A few have concluded that the previous commands regarding the veil, her flowing dresses, and revealing of her legs serve as the preparation for crossing rivers.
24. However, it seems best to view this in terms of a forced relocation which comes to Babylon in two distinct ways.
a. The first is prior to the destruction; during that time, many of the inhabitants will willingly abandon the United States to return to the countries of their racial origins.
b. The second relocation comes as the remaining inhabitants are removed from the nation and sent to their deaths.
25. One fact is very evident, and that is that Babylon is no longer in control of her own destiny; she no longer determines what she wants to do, since someone else (the Lord) is forcing humiliation upon her.
26. Nevertheless, it is clear that the captured slave girl motif is continued throughout this section, and verse 3 certainly advances this to the level of sexual humiliation.
27. The two verbs that are used are both Hebrew imperfects, which denote incomplete action but are normally translated by the English future tense.

28. Since the imperfect can be used with jussive (second- or third-person imperative) force, some translate the first verb as let your nakedness be uncovered!
29. The phrase to uncover the nakedness is found frequently in the Bible and, at the very minimum, denotes the idea of humiliation but includes all manner of illicit sexual activity; in this case, it likely includes the concepts of humiliation and rape. 
30. The next statement about Babylon’s shame being exposed has been understood by some to be a euphemism that uses the word shame instead of the word genitals.
31. The Hebrew noun hP'r>x, (cherpah) is derived from the verb @r:x' (charaph), which means to taunt, mock, defy, or revile; the noun denotes the deep sense of shame or disgrace that comes upon one who is so treated.
32. The idea of sexual humiliation or rape is a figurative way of denoting the shame and disgrace that come on those who have suffered military defeat.  ISam. 17:26; Neh. 1:3; Jer. 29:18, 49:13
33. It is also used in a figurative way to denote a nation that has engaged in political or economic prostitution with other nations (Rev. 18:3) and is repaid by being degraded and raped (destroyed militarily).  
34. In the end, God will remove Babylon from her exalted position; she will be stripped of her luxuries, stripped of her dignity, and her private parts will be exposed to her cruel conquerors, who will debase her in the most degrading way.
35. This is all analogous to the removal of the United States from history, her loss of all her luxuries, and her nuclear rape.
36. The final portion of verse 3 makes it quite clear that the agent behind this defeat, destruction, and degradation is the Lord Himself, who will execute His righteous judgment on prophetic Babylon.
37. The concept of divine vengeance must be understood not as some outburst of anger or a desire to take revenge; rather, it is rooted in the righteousness of God, Who demands that sin and rebellion be punished at some point.  Deut. 32:41
38. The modern understanding of vengeance is often confused with concept of revenge, which some insist is beneath the essence of God.
39. The difference between vengeance (the righteous execution of justice) and revenge is that the one taking revenge operates outside the law; he extracts his revenge in contradiction to the law, assuming that he is righteous and just in his action.
40. However, the Old Testament makes it plain that the entire purpose for vengeance is to uphold and restore the order of God’s laws and thus to provide divine justice for the victims of Babylon’s abusive policies and actions.
41. In the verses that follow, the Lord provides an explanation of Babylon’s crimes, which involve maltreatment of God’s people (Isa. 47:6), her mental-attitude arrogance (Isa. 47:7-8), and her bewitching practices.  Isa. 47:9,12
42. Although the destruction of the United States occurs just prior to the day of the Lord, it may properly be classified as part of His eschatological wrath that begins just prior to the middle of Daniel's 70th week and continues to intensify throughout the second half of Daniel's 70th week.  Isa. 34:8; 
Micah 5:14
43. The final statement of verse 3 is difficult, since it literally reads and not I will meet a man, which has led to several possible understandings.
a. The first is reflected by the New American Standard version and has the sense of I will not meet a man who will be able to resist Me.

b. The second understands the statement to mean that I will not meet a man because there will be no man left to encounter; the inhabitants will all be destroyed.
c. The third understands the verb meet to mean meeting in a friendly fashion; this means that God will not intercede for, or pardon, anyone He encounters.

d. In this case, one may combine all those meanings to express the idea that God will not show mercy; he will not spare anyone, and there will be no inhabitants left in Babylon.

44. The first three verses end with an exclamation of praise which breaks the flow of the passage and which lacks a main verb; although some have desired to emend the text to add the verb says, the manuscript evidence does not support such an addition.

45. What is clear from this interjection, and other passages, is that one of the reasons God judges Babylon is its interaction with, and treatment of, His people Israel.  Isa. 47:6; Jer. 50:6-7,11,17,33-34, 51:10,24,35-36
46. In verse 4, Isaiah speaks for the nation of Israel and identifies the agent of Babylon’s destruction in three ways.
47. The mention of our redeemer should immediately call to mind the activity of God as He freed the Jews from their bondage in Egypt.  Ex. 6:6

48. That event serves to demonstrate that God is the sole agent of redemption as He delivers His people from difficult physical circumstances, resulting in freedom and deliverance into a better life.

49. The physical reality of redemption portends the spiritual reality of redemption, as God delivers man from the spiritual forces that oppress him (Satan, sin, and death), offering man a life of freedom and abundance.  Col. 1:14; Jn. 10:10

50. The second title is one that has been used previously in Isaiah (Isa. 13:4), where Isaiah makes it explicit that the Lord of hosts (lit., YHWH of the armies) is the agent who is preparing and instigating the attack on Babylon.

a. This title certainly affirms that Yahweh is the true head of Israel's armies; however, more than Israel's armies is in view in this title, as observed by David's statement.  ISam. 17:45

b. The title emphasizes the second person of the Godhead as the creator and universal ruler over every type of force, which includes the heavenly hosts (sun, moon, stars, planets; Deut. 4:19), earthly armies (Isa. 13:4) and the heavenly angelic hosts.  IKings 22:19

c. The name certainly emphasizes His attributes of sovereignty (He rules over all hosts) and omnipotence (He controls the hosts He commands).

51. The final title is The Holy One of Israel, which emphasizes the matter of God’s righteousness; that attribute sets Him apart from all that is not holy, emphasizing the matter of His separation from all that is ungodly or sinful.
52. The three titles emphasize God’s right to save Israel by delivering them from their enemies and oppressors, His omnipotent control over all forces necessary to His plan, and His holy nature that must judge all sins and sinful conditions at some point.
53. Later in Isaiah, the concepts of vengeance and redemption are linked to His actions in the last days.  Isa. 63:4
47:5 "Sit silently, and go into darkness, O daughter of the Chaldeans, For you will no longer be called The queen of kingdoms.  {Qal imperv.f.s. bv;y" sit, sit down--adverb ~m'WD 3X, in silence, silently--waw + Qal imperv.f.s. aAB come, go--insep.prep. B + d.a. + m.s.n. %v,xo into the darkness--f.s.n. const. tB; daughter of--prop.noun ~yDIf.K; Chaldeans--conjunction yKi causal--neg. al{ + Hiphil imperf. 2 f.s.@s;y" to add, to increase; often means to do something again--Qal imperf. 3 m.p. ar'q' they will not call--insep.prep. l + 2 f.s.suff. to or for you--f.s.n.const. hr'ybiG> the lady of the manor, one with position, power, etc., a queen--f.p.n. hk'l'm.m; kingdoms, dominions}
Exposition vs. 5

1. Verse 5 begins as verse 1 did; both are comprised of two imperatives that continue to detail the will of God with respect to His judgment on prophetic Babylon.

2. While the first imperatives dealt with her removal from her position as queen, these two deal with the loss of life and lack of future that will be Babylon’s fate.

3. The first command to sit or dwell in silence is a command that deals with the mourning that she will experience, in spite of her arrogant claims that such will never happen.  Isa. 47:8
4. Babylon has proudly proclaimed that she will not suffer the same fate that others have suffered; she fully believes that she is immune from the types of loss that are coming to her.
5. Babylon will experience the same sense of abject despair and utter humiliation that has come to other nations that have fallen from their positions of power, glory, and dominance.  Lam. 2:10-11
6. The matter of silence is reinforced by the prophecy in Revelation, which emphasizes the various types of sounds and noises that filled Babylon prior to her destruction but which will not be heard again.  Rev. 18:22-23a
7. Babylon’s transition from the glory and accolades that accompanied her exalted status to utter silence and darkness emphasize the horrific nature of her fall.

8. This command to sit in silence also emphasizes the fall from glory that Babylon has suffered; her position as leader of the nations, which allowed her to bully those less powerful, will be removed in less than one day.  Lam. 1:1

9. The second command to go into darkness is one that also expresses the subject of death, i.e., being removed from the stage of human history.  ISam. 2:9; Job 17:13; Ps. 88:12

10. Babylon is not only to be eliminated from the stage of human history, but she will descend into obscurity (Eccles. 6:4) and experience the historical oblivion that comes to those who vaunt themselves against the Lord.  

11. Following the destruction of religious and political Babylon during Daniel's 70th week, Babylon will descend into obscurity and will disappear from human history, never to be mentioned again.  
Isa. 14:20
12. Once again, Isaiah uses the title daughter of the Chaldeans in order to reference the genetic stock of those who populated Babylon.

13. The conjunction yKi (kiy--that, when, because) is used to introduce an added result of Babylon being removed from the stage of human history.
14. This is the second time that the reader is told that Babylon is referred to in particular ways by those who speak of her; the first time referenced her lavish and self-indulgent lifestyle (Isa. 47:1), while this statement emphasizes her domination of other nations and her superiority to them.
15. It is important to note that Babylon did not merely dominate other people (various ethnic groups) or other Gentiles; she came to rule over sovereign nations (with kings and queens of their own) that controlled their own destinies.
16. The word that is translated as queen is the Hebrew hr'ybiG> (gebiyrah), which comes from a root that means to be mighty or to prevail over others.
17. In this case, it is used to refer to a woman of strength, wealth, honor, and power which provide her a unique and exalted position among the other nations; Babylon was the powerful woman to whom these other kingdoms answered.
18. Although she has previously occupied a position that allowed her to dictate not only to those around her but also to other kingdoms, she will no longer be referred to in such an exalted way.  
19. In fact, the global response to the destruction of Babylon will be just the opposite; they will treat the remains of Babylon with expressions of contempt and disapproval.  Jer. 50:13, 51:37
47:6 "I was angry with My people, I profaned My heritage And gave them into your hand. You did not show mercy to them, On the aged you made your yoke very heavy.  {Qal perf. 1 s. @c;q' 34X, to be angry, indignant, or furious--prep. l[; on, over; introduces the object of anger--m.s.n.const. + 1 s.suff. ~[; My people, the Jews--Piel perf. 1 s. ll;x' to profane, to desecrate, to dishonor--f.s.n.const. + 1 s.suff. hl'x]n: an inheritance, a heritage; emphasizes permanent possession--w.c. + Qal imperf. 1 s. + 3 m.p.suff. !t;n" and I gave or delivered them--insep.prep. b + f.s.n.const. + 2 f.s.suff. dy" into your hand, your power, or your control--neg. al{ + Qal perf. 2 f.s. ~yfi and you did not set or place; to bestow or show--insep.prep. l + 3 m.p.suff. to them--m.p.n. ~ymix]r; lit. the interior, the stomach; mercy, compassion-- prep. l[; on, upon--m.s.adj. !qez" aged, elderly, old--Hiphil perf. 2 f.s. dbeK' lit., to cause to be heavy-- m.s.n.const. + 2 f.s.suff. l[o lit,. your yoke; fig. of the oppressive policies or harsh treatment under a king--adverb daom. Exceedingly, “very”}
Exposition vs. 6
1. Verse 6 introduces the first of two specific reasons for God’s judgment on prophetic Babylon; the first relates to the matter of God’s discipline on Israel and the manner in which Babylon treated the Jews under His discipline.
2. God indicates that He was angry with His people; the verb @c;q' (qatsaph--be angry) is one of the Hebrew words used to describe Gods wrath.
3. The verb and related nouns are used to express the concepts of dismay, indignation, and resentment, as well as wrath and anger.
4. When the verb is used with God as the subject, it is used most often with regard to Israel and the manner in which they provoked God to anger with their unbelief and/or rebellion.  Deut. 1:34, 9:7-8, 22; Josh. 22:18

5. The second statement is parallel with the first; while the first statement describes the source of God’s discipline on the Jews (His anger), the second deals with their actual judgment and discipline.
6. The verb ll;x' (halal--to profane, pollute, desecrate) must be understood in terms of the clean and the unclean, the holy and the profane, and the blessing and the curse.
7. God had chosen Israel from among the nations to represent His plan; He set them apart for His purposes (revealing Himself and saving men), thus elevating Israel to the status of holy.
8. The Old Testament emphasizes a pure and holy life in the presence of a holy God; a profane life not only causes damage to the worship of God and to the value system of the local body, but it brings God’s wrath.  Ezek 22:26
9. Because Israel had disregarded the will and worship of God by means of their unbelief and disobedience (profaning Him), God would not suffer His reputation among the nations to be damaged by their behavior.  Ezek 36:20-23
10. This is seen first at the time of the Exodus, when the people consistently provoked God but He refused to destroy the nation in order to protect His own reputation.  Ezek. 20:9-22

11. However, as their negative volition and disobedience continued through their history, God eventually acted in judgment and profaned those who had profaned Him.  Isa 47:6; Lam. 2:2; Ezek. 7:24

12. According to Whybray, it means that Yahweh, “took away from them the status of a people especially consecrated to his service, with the privileges consequent upon it.”

13. Thus, Israel lost not only their exalted position before the Lord, but they also lost their ability to live in the land, to govern themselves, and to observe their religious obligations according to the Law of Moses.
14. The Hebrew term hl'x]n: (nachalah--heritage) comes from the root verb lx;n" (nachal--to give or receive property as a permanent inheritance).
15. The noun is used to refer both to Israel, as the people of God (Deut. 4:20; Ps. 28:9, 33:12), and to the land which He gave to the Jews as an inheritance.  Deut. 4:21; Ps. 79:1
16. In this case, based on the structure (which is an example of synonymous parallelism), the emphasis is on the people of Israel as God’s inheritance or heritage; this is further confirmed by the plural suffix on the verb !t;n" (nathan--I gave them).
17. The manner in which God profaned His land and people is seen in the third statement about giving them into your hand, which means that He delivered the Jews over to the authority of the Babylonians.
18. While the Assyrians, Babylonians, and other nations that would conquer Israel may have thought that they achieved their victories because of their superiority, such was not the case.

19. Babylon's mistake is her belief that she has conquered God's people in spite of God; although Babylon may believe that she is superior to Israel’s God, it is only because of Israel’s God that she is in the position she is.  Job 12:23; Acts 17:26
20. In both cases of divine discipline, God made it plain that He had specific limits for His discipline (Isa. 10:6-7, 40:1-2, 54:7-8); nevertheless, both Assyria and Babylon exceeded their mandates and abused God’s people in ways that violated God’s plan.
21. Isaiah records two specific ways in which Babylon has committed crimes against God’s people; the first is the most general accusation, which involves the matter of showing compassion.

22. This has proven to be a problematic statement for those who seek an historical fulfillment of this prophecy; it is generally conceded that the Babylonian Empire was not actually very cruel and that Jewish captives were generally treated well under Nebuchadnezzar and actually prospered in Babylon.  Daniel 1
23. Although some seek to apply a few passages in Lamentations to the Babylonian lack of compassion, those passages describe conditions in Jerusalem, and not how the captives were treated in Babylon.  Lam. 4:16, 5:12
24. The final statement has generated two interpretations; the first takes the Hebrew term !qez" (zaqen--old, aged, elderly) in a literal sense and understands it as the elderly, who are supposed to be treated in a respectful fashion.  Lev. 19:32; Lam. 5:12

25. If that is the case, the emphasis is on the fact that Babylon has not demonstrated basic morality or humanity; what is required is that which is humane, and placing a heavy yoke on old men is behavior that should be considered wrong.

26. On the other hand, some have identified the aged as the nation of Israel which has been subjected to the Babylonian yoke.
27. In either case, the statement is a condemnation of Babylon, which raises the question of how the United States has made life difficult for the Jews.

28. A survey of US attitudes and policies reveals that America has generally supported Israel and, since the Second World War, has provided more direct aid to Israel than it has to any other nation.

29. However, there is an organization within Babylon that has attempted to make life very difficult for Israel and has adopted numerous policies and practices that have repeatedly targeted and harmed Israel.

30. The United Nations Watch is a non-governmental organization based in Geneva whose mandate is to monitor the performance of the United Nations by the yardstick of its own Charter.

31. On its website, the following information regarding the United Nations and its attitudes and actions toward Israel is detailed.

a. UN Human Rights Council: From its creation in June 2006 through June 2016, the UN Human Rights Council over one decade adopted 135 resolutions criticizing countries; 68 out of those 135 resolutions have been against Israel (more than 50%).
b. UN Nations General Assembly: From 2012 through 2015, the United Nations General Assembly has adopted 97 resolutions criticizing countries; 83 out of those 97 have been against Israel (86%).

c. UNESCO: Each year, the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) adopts about 10 resolutions criticizing Israel.  UNESCO does not criticize any other UN member state in a country-specific resolution.  An exception occurred in 2013, when, under pressure from UN Watch, UNESCO adopted one resolution on Syria. 
d. World Health Organization: For one week every year, the UN World Health Assembly, the decision-making body of the World Health Organization (WHO), meets to formulate global health policy. Resolutions are adopted to address global health issues. There is one exception: The annual resolution entitled “Health conditions in the occupied Palestinian territory, including east Jerusalem and the occupied Syrian Golan,” which singles out Israel for condemnation.  No other country in the world is condemned by the WHO.
e. ILO: The International Labor Organization (ILO) was established to improve conditions of labor, regulate work hours, fight unemployment, assure adequate living wages, and protect workers worldwide. At its annual conference, however, the ILO produces a single country-specific report castigating Israel.
f. On March 24, 2016, the U.N. Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) wrapped up its annual meeting in New York by condemning only one country for violating women’s rights anywhere on the planet – Israel, for violating the rights of Palestinian women. 
32. While the United States has vetoed a number of UN resolutions that denounced and/or condemned Israel (and it has abstained from some votes as well), the reality is that the United Nations is decidedly anti-Israel.
a. The United States is host to the headquarters of the United Nations, which includes the usual meeting place of the General Assembly in New York City, the seat of the Security Council, and several other funds and groups of the UN.

b. Although it is situated in New York City, the land occupied by the United Nations Headquarters (and the spaces of buildings that it rents) is under the sole administration of the United Nations, and not the U.S. government. 

c. The United Nations Headquarters complex was constructed in stages, with the core complex completed between 1948 and 1952; the land on which the headquarters sits was purchased by Nelson Rockefeller and was funded by John D. Rockefeller.
d. The United States is the largest provider of financial contributions to the United Nations, providing 22 percent of the UN budget in 2015, and 28 percent of the peacekeeping budget.

33. Thus, Babylon is not only part of the system, it is the largest supporter of an organization that believes that Israel does not have the right to exist.
34. In fact, when one considers the values and attitudes expressed by the United Nations, the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR), the Trilateral Commission, and the Bilderbergers, it is evident that there is a bias against Israel that makes things more difficult for that nation.

35. Astonishingly enough (or maybe not), the Rockefeller Brothers Fund (RBF) has begun to provide support for the global campaign BDS (boycott, divestment, sanctions) to delegitimize and demonize Israel.

36. Although RBF claims that it does not endorse BDS, it has nevertheless provided multiple open-ended grants to the U.S. Campaign for Palestinian Rights, which is essentially the umbrella organization of the American BDS movement and a group whose Washington office provides boycott activists with an advocacy and policy presence in the nation’s capital.

47:7 "Yet you said, 'Forever, I will keep on being a queen in perpetuity.' These things you did not consider Nor remember the outcome of it.  {w.c. + Qal imperf. 2 f.s.rm;a' but you said--insep.prep. l + m.s.n. ~l'A[ lit. to forever--Qal imperf. 1 s. hy"h' I will become, keep on being--f.s.n. hr'ybiG> lady of the house, queen--m.s.n. d[; similar to ‘olam, eternity, in perpetuity--neg. al{ + Qal perf. 2 f.s. ~yfi you did not set, place, or put--c.p.adj. hL,ae these things--prep. l[; on, upon--m.s.n.const. + 2 f.s. suff. Ble your heart; “to place on the heart” is to call to mind and consider--neg. al{ + Qal perf. 2 f.s. rk;z" to remember, to call to mind--f.s.n.const. + 3 f.s.suff. tyrIx]a; after her, after this=the final outcome, in the final analysis--paragraph marker s}
Exposition vs. 7

1. As several commentators have noticed, what follows in verse 7 suggests that the real problem is Babylon’s arrogance which led to this behavior; thus, some conclude that the real issue is not so much cruelty as it is the pride that motivates Babylon (actually, it is both).
2. Although Babylon asserts that she cannot, and will not, be removed from her position, the reader has already been informed that she will be removed as queen of the kingdoms; at a minimum, this means that Babylon will no longer be the dominant world power.  Isa. 47:5
3. Although this is merely an assertion regarding Babylon’s place in the political and economic world, what is recorded here betrays more; in the verses that follow, Babylon will betray the fact that she believes she is divine.
a. She believes her political and economic position cannot effectively be challenged or removed; the use of the imperfect verb hy"h' (hayah--to become, to be) indicates that she will keep on becoming a queen.
b. The actual claims to divinity are found later in this chapter; the things Babylon ascribes to herself are things that are only true of God.  Isa. 47:8 I am unique; Isa 47:10 I am and there is no one besides me
c. There are two terms used that deal with future time; the first is the noun ~l'A[ (’olam--forever), which is often used to denote indefinite continuance into the very distant future.
d. The second term is d[; (‘adh--the unforeseeable future), which refers to that which is everlasting, eternal, or perpetual; using these two terms in conjunction with one another demonstrates that Babylon believes its position is unassailable.
4. This boasting likely stems from the belief that Babylon is a very strong nation and sees no opposing power that might threaten her supremacy; consequently, she assumes that her kingdom will continue perpetually.
5. The final portion of verse 7 deals with the reality that Babylon has not considered the morality of her actions (which God will judge), or the outcome of her pride.

6. There is a bit of word play in the Hebrew that is not translated by most English versions; the verb ~yfi (siym--set, place) is used of Babylon’s failure to show compassion in verse 6 and is used of her failure to consider her actions in verse 7.
7. The Hebrew idiom to place something on the heart means to consider something, to reflect on its importance, or even to memorize it; in this case, it has the sense of thoughtfully considering one’s conduct.
8. The use of the plural demonstrative adjective hL,ae (‘elleh--these) is unusual, since there is no plural noun to which it refers; it seems best to understand these things as referring to the entire situation of God delivering His people to Babylon’s control and their subsequent treatment of the Jews.
9. Everyone should recognize that there is a moral order to God’s plan and that immoral activity, even when committed during warfare (when people might be prone to justify such behavior), will be judged.
10. As Motyer has observed, “Furthermore, the Old Testament makes no room for the common assumption that, in time of war, ‘ordinary’ moral considerations can be put in cold storage for the duration, or that national advantage justifies what would be reprehensible or criminal if done by a private individual.”

11. The final indictment in verse 7 uses the verb rk;z" (zakhar--to remember, to turn one’s attention toward something) and the feminine noun tyrIx]a; (‘achariyth--what comes after, later times, the future).
12. There is a third-person feminine singular suffix on the noun which most versions translate as a plural; however, there is nothing in the context to which the suffix clearly refers.
13. However, this noun is used with a feminine suffix in other places, and it is translated by the indefinite third-person its.  Prov. 5:4, 14:12; Jer. 5:31
14. This has led to at least three different ways of understanding what Isaiah means here; the first is that Babylon will meet her end at some point, in spite of her assertions to the opposite.
15. While that is true, one would not expect a third-person suffix (her) for the noun; a second-person suffix (your) would make far more sense.
16. The second view sees the end as the consequence of her behavior; this reflects the truth that the Babylonians live in a moral world which is ruled by a holy God, in which the principle of cause-and-effect makes the matters of crime and punishment inseparable.
17. Still others take the end of it to refer to other kingdoms that had manifested the same type of arrogance and cruelty; Babylon refused to think about God’s judgment on other nations that engaged in anti-Semitism and what it might mean for her.
18. That view would seem to be lacking in that there has been no mention of another nation in this context; additionally, the arrogance of Babylon would likely not allow her to consider that God may deal with her as He has with other nations.
19. Therefore, the second view is very likely the correct one; Babylon is charged with not considering the outcome of her actions and failing to remember that her behavior has consequences in a moral universe, particularly when that behavior is directed toward God’s covenant people.
20. The Lord will cite three specific aspects of the self-deception that characterizes prophetic Babylon; the first is the illusion of being eternal and divine.  Isa. 47:7,8,10
21. The second is the delusional idea that one can live above the normal consequences of human behavior, while the third is the failure to recognize that everyone will have to account for his or her decisions and actions.  
47:8 "But now, hear this, you lover of luxury, Who dwells securely, Who says in your heart, 'I am, and there is no one besides me. I will not sit as a widow, Nor will I experience the loss of children.'  {waw adversative + adverb hT'[; now, as things stand presently--Qal imperv.f.s. [m;v' hear, listen, pay attention--f.s.adj. hz< near demonstrative, this--f.s.adj. !ydI[' 6X, only once as an adjective; wanton, given to pleasures or luxuries--d.a. + Qal act.part.f.s. bv;y" the one dwelling, residing, living--insep.prep. l + m.s.n. xj;B, safety, security that leads to a lack of concern or to carelessness--d.a. + Qal act.part.f.s. rm;a' the one saying--insep.prep. B + m.s.n.const. + 3 f.s.suff. bb'le in her heart; the one who thinks to herself--pron. 1 s. ynIa] I, supply to be verb--waw + m.s.n.const. + paragogic yodh sp,a, used to express non-existence--adverb dA[ yet, again, besides--neg. al{ + Qal imperf. 1 s. bv;y" sit, dwell, remain--f.s.n. hn"m'l.a; 55X, widow--waw + neg. al{ no, not--Qal imperf. 1 s. [d;y" I will not know, I will not experience--m.s.n. lAkv. bereavement, the loss of a child} 
Exposition vs. 8
1. Verse 8 begins a section of four verses that are related; verse 9 contrasts with verse 8, while verse 11 stands in contrast to verse 10.
2. Verse 10 reiterates what was stated in verse 8, particularly focusing on Babylon’s view of her unique position and claim to deity; verse 11 reiterates what is stated in verse 9, with the emphasis on the sudden and unexpected destruction of Babylon.
3. Verse 8 begins with a waw which is followed by the adverb of time hT'[; (‘attah--now); this construction is designed to advance the thought from the accusations that have been leveled against Babylon to the nature of the judgment coming upon her.
4. This construction introduces the prophetic call to attention, which normally includes an invitation or command to listen (hear this!), the identity of the one being addressed (you lover of luxury), and the content of what is to be heard (recorded in verse 9).

5. The command to hear this is unusual (used only 9 times in the Old Testament); the content of the near demonstrative adjective hz< (zeh--this) will be defined in verse 9 and verse 11.
6. The term by which God first addresses Babylon is the Hebrew adjective !ydI[' (‘adhiyn--lover of luxury), which is derived from the verb !d;[' (‘adhan); that verb is used only one time in the Old Testament and is translated as delighted, reveled, or luxuriated.  Neh. 9:25
7. The related noun !d,[e (‘eden) refers to luxuries like expensive clothing (IISam. 1:24), gourmet foods (Jer. 51:34), and to pleasurable things in general.  Ps. 36:8
8. The adjective in verse 8 then refers to one who is used to living in luxury, one who is wealthy, pampered, and accustomed to having the highest and the best at all times.
9. As Oswalt has noted, “This conveys the air of thoughtless self-indulgence on the part of one who assumes that luxury is her right by reason of incomparable eminence”.

10. The second way God addresses prophetic Babylon relates to the matter of her security; Babylon is said to live her life with confidence because she believes she is safe.

11. The noun xj;B, (betach--safety, security) and verb from which it is derived are used in a positive way when God is the object of trust; however, they can be used of the types of carelessness and ease that result from being too trusting or trusting in the wrong object.  Gen. 34:20-25 “unawares”; 
Prov. 3:29
12. Therefore, the one who loves pleasure and believes that he is immune from the consequences of his actions will often manifest a false sense of security; his distorted view of reality may lead to a failure to consider real threats.
13. God proceeds to address the mental attitude of Babylon, using the common phrase to say something in the heart; this is a Hebrew idiom for thinking something to oneself or having a particular opinion (as here).

14. What she thinks is expressed by means of the first-person singular pronoun ynIa] (‘aniy--I), with an implied form of the verb be; this is based on the fact that there is no actual “to be” verb in the Hebrew language.
15. Following her assertion of her preeminent existence, Babylon goes on to say that there is no one who can truly compare to her.
16. What follows uses a noun that expresses non-existence; the masculine noun sp,a, (‘ephes) means to bring to nothing, to not exist.
17. There is some question as to the final Hebrew radical at the end of that noun; the y (yodh) is believed by some to be a first-person suffix, but others classify it as a paragoge.
18. In the Semitic languages (and in others), letters are added to the ordinary forms of words to express additional emphasis or to express some change in the sense.  Height--heighth, among-amongst
a. If one takes the yodh as a first-person suffix, Babylon is saying that I am, and I am nothing besides (all-sufficient) self.
b. If one takes the yodh as a paragoge, Babylon is saying that there does not exist anyone besides me.
19. In the end, it makes little difference, since Babylon is essentially saying that she is the only one who matters; she manifests the arrogant political view that since she is so powerful, wealthy, and dominant, she is in control of her own destiny and the world she dominates.

20. There is little doubt that her assertions demonstrate that she does not believe that any nation can compare to or compete with her; however, the arrogance she manifests also leaves no place for God.
21. Although this study regarding the US in prophecy did not cover many of the previous chapters in Isaiah, God has already claimed absolute authority and has used similar language to do so.  
Isa. 45:5,6,18,22, 46:9

22. By declaring her unique status, Babylon is making a claim to the same status God has; therefore, when Isaiah uses the same language God had previously used of Himself, the sense of irony is heightened.
23. Further, other prophecies against Babylon indicate that God takes all this self-exaltation very seriously and views the boasts of Babylon as a challenge to His exalted person and to His glory, which He will not share.  Isa. 42:8, 48:11; Jer. 50:24

24. Job recognized that speaking or acting in defiance of God was certain to bring His judgment 
(Job 9:4), and God later confirmed to Job that his assessment was correct.  Job 40:2

25. It is this very mental attitude that leads Babylon to assume her security and immunity from the consequences of her actions; she does not prepare for anything to change this situation because she cannot imagine that it could occur.
26. The final two statements are related and should be interpreted in light of the place of women in the ancient world, where most societies were patriarchies.
27. In a patriarchal society, the woman’s husband and her children formed the basis for her protection, her security, and her hope for the future.

28. The matter of widowhood has been discussed extensively by Cohen, who has concluded that the hn"m'l.a; (‘almanah--widow) was defined as a previously married woman who had no means of financial support and was therefore in need of legal protection.
 
29. When this terminology is applied to a city, it denotes a once-independent city that has lost that independence and is now completely reliant on another power for its protection and survival.
30. While Cohen is correct on these assertions, he did not recognize that to suffer the loss of her husband and her children at the same time was a prophetic way of referring to her complete destruction, the removal of the entire nation from human history.
31. Although some interpreters (Delitszch, particularly) sees the loss of her husband as a reference to the kings of the earth with whom Babylon fornicated politically, such is not the case.

32. The second item from which Babylon believes she is exempt is the loss of her children; there is little doubt that the children refer to the inhabitants of that kingdom and that the loss of them refers to the depopulation of Babylon.
33. While it is certainly implied here that she will be bereaved of all her children (citizens of Babylon), it is made explicit in other places that none will survive.  Isa. 13:9,20; Jer. 50:3,29, 40, 51:29,37
34. This fact is also confirmed by several lists, which specifically deal with the various categories that will be removed.  Isa. 13:15-18; Jer. 50:16, 35-37, 51:21-24; Rev. 18:22-23a

35. The boast about not knowing the loss of children employs the verb [d;y" (yadha’--know, recognize, understand), which here has the nuance of learning something by experience.
36. This is the first of four times this verb is used in this chapter; while this verse focuses on what Babylon claims will not be her experience, the next two usages are both negated and deal with what Babylon does not know.  Isa. 47:11
37. As with the verb bv;y" (yashabh--sit, dwell), which was used six times in this chapter, the final use is ironic and deals with the supposed knowledge of Babylon, which is derived from astrology.  
Isa. 47:13
47:9 "But these two things will come on you suddenly in one day: Loss of children and widowhood. They have come on you in full measure In spite of your many sorceries, In spite of the great power of your spells [or alliances].  {waw adversative--Qal imperf. 3 f.p. aAB they will come; you will experience--insep.prep. l + 2 f.s.suff., to you--f.dual.n.const. ~yIn:v. two things--c.p.adj. hL,ae near demonstrative plural, these--m.s.n. [g:r, 22X, that which is sudden, that which happens in a moment--insep.prep. B + m.s.n. ~Ay in a day--m.s.adj. dx'a, one --m.s.n. lAkv. bereavement, death of children--waw + f.s.n. !Aml.a; 1X, the state or experience of being a widow, widowhood--insep.prep. K + m.s.n.const. + 3 m.p.suff. ~To lit., like or in accord with completion or perfection; New American Standard “full measure”--Qal perf. 3 p. aAB they have come, arrived--prep. l[; + 2 f.s.suff. on, upon you--insep.prep. B + m.s.n.const. bro multitude, abundance, large number--m.p.n.const. + 2 f.s.suff. @v,K, 6X, magic, sorcery, witchcraft--insep.prep. B + f.s.n.const. hm'c.[' 2X, strength, might, power--m.p.n.const. + 2 f.s.suff. rb,x, root verb means to be joined or coupled, in a league or alliance; also used of magic, spell, enchantment--adverb daom. modifies power; exceedingly, greatly} 
Exposition vs. 9
1. Verse 9 begins with an adversative use of the conjunction w (waw), which introduces God’s contradiction of what Babylon believes in her heart.
2. It is intriguing to note that while this information may not be broadcast publicly (Babylon may not reveal her beliefs to others), the Lord is keenly aware of her arrogance and her belief that she is different from other nations.  
3. Although it is addressed to prophetic Edom (another code-name for the United States in certain passages), it is clear that Babylon lives in a state of self-deception.  Obad. 1:3
4. Both of the things that Babylon does not believe can happen will not only happen, they will happen so quickly as to defy belief.

5. The Hebrew verb aAB (bo’--come) is used five times in the next 5 verses, all of which refer to the judgment that is certain to come on Babylon.  Isa. 47:9 (2X), 47:11 (2X), 47:13
6. The masculine noun [g:r, (rega’--“suddenly”) deals with time as a moment or a brief period;  most Old Testament usages have the concrete idea of the blink of an eye, that which happens in an instant.
7. While there are a few instances in which the term is used in a positive context, most of the time, it is used in the context of God’s threats or His promises of judgment.  Ps. 73:19; Jer. 4:20, 18:7; 
Lam. 4:6
8. In this particular context, the term must be limited to a very short period of time since it is qualified by the following phrase in one day.
9. Further, the term should not be understood as a reference to the time that Isaiah spoke these words; rather, it indicates that when Babylon’s fall comes, it will come very quickly.
10. While the term day can certainly be used metaphorically to denote a period of time that is longer than 24 hours, the actual Hebrew phrase dx'a, ~AyB. (beyom ‘echadh--in a day, one) is only used 13 times in the Old Testament, and each one of those usages must be interpreted as a single 24-hour period.  Lev. 22:28; ISam. 2:34; IKings 20:29
11. This verse is likely the basis for the same statement recorded in the book of Revelation since that passage cites Isaiah 47:7; Rev. 18:8
12. Although Babylon has asserted her dominance and arrogantly believes that nothing can or will affect her status, she will not only lose her status (something she believes is impossible), but she will be destroyed in a single day with frightening speed.  
13. It is apparent that the word order that was used in verse 8 regarding the matter of becoming a widow and being bereaved of her children is recorded in reverse order in verse 9.

14. This is likely done as a rhetorical device to illustrate the absolute reversal of the fortunes of Babylon; she will lose her position of power, her relationships with the kings of the earth, her relationships with the merchants, and her population will be exterminated.
15. Isaiah has generally used the imperfect form of the verb to communicate what will come on Babylon; he now uses the perfect form of the verb aAB (bo’--come) to describe the future.
16. This is to be categorized as a prophetic use of the perfect, which express a vivid future in which the action is considered as good as done.
17. The only other prophetic use of the perfect form is found in verse 14, which speaks of the inhabitants of Babylon as already having been incinerated.
18. The New American Standard translates the term ~M'tuK. (kethummam) as in full measure; however, it should be noted that there is some difference of opinion among other interpreters.
a. Some manuscripts of the Septuagint, the Syriac, and the Vulgate adopt the reading ~aot.Pi (pith’om--suddenly), but the Masoretic text does not suggest any variants; thus, there is no reason for an emendation.
b. One reason for this emendation is that the term ~aot.Pi (pith’om--suddenly) is used to describe Babylon’s destruction in verse 11.
c. The prefixed K (k-kaph) is normally used in comparisons to express likeness or identity; however, here, it is used to express the norm and can be translated as according to.
d. The masculine noun ~To (tom) comes from the verb ~m;T' (tamam), which deals with the idea of completeness; it refers to that which has been finished or has ended.
19. The sense of the construction is then according to completeness, which may simply be translated as the New American Standard has (in full measure) or by the adverb completely.
20. The final portion of verse 9 has also generated some discussion regarding the prefixed B (b-beth) and how it is to be understood in this context.

21. Waltke and O’Connor have stated that this preposition, which is the second most common in Hebrew, has a remarkable diversity of senses.

22. While it is used in a number of ways, BDB
 does provide a few examples of the meaning in spite of, which seems to be the best understanding here.  Lev. 26:27; Ps. 27:3, 78:32; Isa. 9:12,17

23. The first item on which Babylon has relied is described as your many sorceries. 
24. The noun @v,K, (kesheph--sorcery) is only used six times in the Old Testament and is always found in the plural; it is derived from the verb @v;K' (kashaph--to engage in sorcery or witchcraft).
25. Sorcery is defined as the practice of using occult, supernatural means, such as incantations and/or spells, to control forces in the spiritual realm, with the intention of influencing the physical realm. 

a. Sorcery was (and still is) used to gain control over the environment and/or people, to foretell the future, to summon spirits, to harm others, and/or to benefit one's self. 

b. It is often associated with magic (black or white); the difference between the two is that black magic is the attempt to produce harm upon someone through curses or spells, while white magic is the attempt to use incantations and spells for one’s own personal benefit.
c. Ancient Babylon was a focal point of this type of activity, and later historic forms of magic were similar, which is evident from the fact that the names of Babylonian gods are referenced even more frequently than the gods of Egypt.

d. In works on the subject, frequent allusions are also made to the wise men of Babylon, necromancers of Babylon, and to the stargazers of Chaldea, which leads to the conclusion that modern magic owes much to the Babylonian system.

26. In the Septuagint, the term sorcery is translated by the Greek word farmakei,a (pharmakeia), which first meant a drug or medicine, whether beneficial or poisonous, and referred to drugs that were used for medicinal purposes or for sinister purposes.
27. Therefore, this family of words focuses on the mysterious words, charms, herbs, and actions that are presumed to involve evil spiritual forces and which are usually practiced to advance one's cause or to harm others.
28. The term should be understood metaphorically in the sense of deceiving and disorienting, just as one becomes disoriented when under the influence of even legitimate, powerful medications.
29. This certainly suggests that the merchants of Babylon will use whatever methods are necessary to poison the minds of men and deceive the nations; any propaganda (misinformation, disinformation, red herrings) that becomes necessary will be employed.  Rev. 18:23
30. In this case, the drug/propaganda that seduces the nations is the industrial, capitalist promise of wealth, ease, luxury, and happiness if the nation simply submits itself and its resources to the advances of American businessmen.
31. The term is used in the plural and looks at the whole program of sorcery or deception, a world conspiracy by the merchants (the super-rich insiders) who are in control of the commercial and political system of Babylon.  
32. The final part of verse 9 uses a term that is only found in seven passages in the Old Testament; the noun rb,x, (chebher) comes from a verb that means to be joined together, to be in an alliance.  
Gen. 14:3; Ex. 26:3; Dan. 11:6
33. However, based on its usage in three passages, some have suggested that the binding was part of the practice of tying magic knots; it is uniformly translated as spell in the New American Standard Bible.  Deut. 18:11; Isa. 47:9,12
34. That is also the way in which the translators of the Septuagint understood this term; they used the Greek evpaoido,j (epaoidos), which is defined as one who uses charms or incantations to get what he desires.
35. In some ways, the spell may involve convincing the nation in view to enter into a treaty or alliance with the United States, thus combining both meanings of the noun rb,x, (chebher) in an understandable way.
36. This is something that America engaged in very infrequently at first; however, the use of diplomacy has been coupled with many alliances and treaties that have proliferated since World War II.
a. Initially, this nation recognized the wisdom of George Washington; in his farewell address, Washington stated, “It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliance with any portion of the foreign world”.
b. Outside of entering into the Treaty of Alliance with France in 1778 in order to secure military aid for the revolution against Great Britain, the next 150 years saw very little in the way of military alliances.

c. However, since 1945, U.S. leaders have dramatically reversed this policy and signed defense pacts with more than sixty countries, now obligating this nation to defend a patchwork of nations that spans five continents and contains 25 percent of the world’s population.

d. Although alliances have been a fact of international political life since antiquity, it is evident that  their primary function is a military one; the three primary classifications used in academic literature bear this out:
1.) Defense pacts, by which nations are obligated to intervene militarily on the side of any treaty partner that is attacked militarily.
2.) Neutrality and non-aggression pacts, which obligate those signing to remain militarily neutral if any co-signatory is attacked (neutrality pacts are usually more specific than non-aggression pacts).
3.) Ententes, by which nations involved agree to consult with one another and potentially cooperate in a crisis, including one involving an armed attack.
e. Two prominent examples of ill-advised alliances into which America has entered are the United Nations and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

f. Additionally, this nation has entered into multiple strategic arms-control agreements with the Soviet Union which include Salt I and II, Start I, II and III, Sort, and New Start, which is the only agreement in force currently.
g. Russia has a history of non-compliance with a host of arms-control and other treaties and agreements Moscow has signed; today, they are in violation of multiple agreements, including two directly involved in limiting or reducing nuclear weapons.
h. Russia is currently in violation of the IRNF (Intermediate Range Nuclear Forces) Treaty, as well as the Presidential Nuclear Initiatives (PNIs) signed by President George H.W. Bush and by Gorbachev and which were later endorsed by Bush and Russian President Boris Yeltsin.
i. Beyond the two nuclear-focused agreements described above, Russia is either in violation of, or not in full compliance with, many other international agreements.
j. These include the Chemical Weapons Convention in 1997, Istanbul Accords, Budapest Agreement, the Helsinki Accords, and the Biological Weapons Convention, under which the Soviet Union actually increased its biological weapons programs that many believe continue covertly today. 
37. Thus, these spells or alliances, which America believes will deliver it from military attack or catastrophe, are supposed to guarantee the future security of Babylon.
38. However, other aspects of the prophecies against prophetic Babylon indicate that none of those whom the US claims as allies, nor any of those merchants who have profited so greatly from her imports, will respond in any way.  Isa. 47:15; Rev. 18:9-10,15
39. A further irony is that the very nation with which the United States has negotiated and entered into agreements will be the one to destroy her.
40. Although their wise men and sorcerers may cast their spells in an attempt to protect the nation from danger, Babylon will fall as God has decreed it would, in spite of their efforts.
47:10 "Because you felt secure in your wickedness, you said, 'No one sees me,' Your wisdom and your knowledge, they have deluded you; For you have said in your heart, 'I am, and there is no one besides me.'  {w.c. causal + Qal imperf. 2 f.s. xj'B' to feel safe, secure, to be confident--insep.prep. B + f.s.n.const. + 2 f.s.suff. h['r' evil, wickedness--Qal perf. 2 f.s. rm;a' ingressive; you said, you thought--adverb !yIa; there does not exist--Qal act.part.m.s.const. + 1 s.suff. ha'r' one seeing me=no one sees me--f.s.n.const. + 2 f.s.suff. hm'k.x' your wisdom--waw connective + f.s.n.const. + 2 f.s.suff. t[;D; knowledge, what one knows or has figured out--pronoun 3 f.s. ayhi lit. she; “they”--Polel perf. 3 f.s. + 2 f.s.suff. bWv intensive stem; turned you around=led you astray--w.c. + Qal imperf. 2 f.s. rm;a' for you said--insep.prep. B + m.s.n.const. + 2 f.s.suff. ble in your heart=to yourself--pronoun 1 s. ynIa] I--supply am--waw + m.s.n.const. + paragogic yodh sp,a, used to express non-existence--adverb dA[ yet, again, besides}
Exposition vs. 10
1. These next two verses reiterate what was stated in verses 8-9; verse 10 focuses on Babylon’s view of her unique position and claim to deity, while verse 11 emphasizes the sudden and unexpected destruction of the nation.
2. There is also a verbal similarity between verses 8 and 10, since both use the two Hebrew roots xjb (btch--trust, have confidence, be secure) and rma (‘mr--say or speak).
3. However, there is a considerable difference between the two verses, since verse 8 merely states the fact of her security and verse 10 attributes her sense of security to her wickedness.
4. Verse 10 begins with a waw consecutive which, in this case, should be understood in a causal sense; ironically, most translations ignore the conjunction at the beginning of the sentence and add one before you said.
5. The sentence continues with the verb xj;B' (batach--to trust, to rely on), which expresses the sense of confidence and security that results from having something or someone on whom one relies and in whom one places confidence.
6. This family of words is used in a positive way when God is the object of trust; however, it can be used of the types of carelessness and ease that result from being too trusting or trusting in the wrong object.
7. In this case, Babylon trusts in her wickedness, which is defined by the terms that are found at the end of verse 8 (sorceries, spells, or alliances); it will also include the misplaced confidence that Babylon has in her advisors and astrologers.  Isa. 47:13
8. In verse 8, Babylon asserts her unique status which has allowed her to boast about the fact that she will not lose her status (sit as a widow) and that all her citizens will always be there to perpetuate the kingdom (no loss of children).
9. While the nation likely tends to think about this in terms of maintaining her position among the nations, when both widowhood and bereavement come at the same time, it indicates that the nation will not only lose her position, she will be destroyed.
10. In this case, Babylon’s confidence forms the basis for her misguided idea that no one sees me; she assures herself that no one can or will call her to account for her actions.
11. While Babylon is addressed as a single city/nation, it is evident that Babylon has political leadership, as well as a merchant class, that provides for and supports her luxurious lifestyle.
12. In prophetic Babylon, these two classes have engaged in an unholy alliance that benefits the corporations and politicians but does little for the citizens of the United States and tends to exploit those less-developed nations in the world.

13. Later revelation indicates that what is normally true in most nations is not true in prophetic Babylon; those with political and military power have taken a back seat to the powerful merchants who inhabit Babylon and seek to dominate the global landscape.  Rev. 18:23b
14. In this case, the powerful leaders of Babylon believe that they are not visible to the average person; however, the statement that there does not exist anyone seeing me also indicates that these people believe that they are immune from God’s inspection as well.  Ps. 33:13-15; Prov. 5:21, 15:3; 
Heb. 4:13
15. The idea is that Babylon does not answer to any moral authority since Babylon does not believe that there is any moral authority that has the right or power to call her to account for her behaviors.

16. Babylon has already made a claim to deity in this chapter, and it is evident that she either does not believe in the God of Israel or does not believe that He is omniscient and completely cognizant of her behavior.  
17. This belief that one is invisible allows the conspirators great freedom in pursuing their agenda, which they believe the average person does not understand. In fact, most of their machinations are not visible to the public; they are shrouded in secrecy.
18. On the other hand, these manipulators have become so entrenched in the United States and have had things their way for so many years that they now actually pursue their agenda openly, apparently with no fear of detection.

19. Most of the following information can be found in the book by Richard Belzer and David Wayne which documents the secrecy that has dominated the corporate and political worlds for quite some time.

20. There are two distinct arenas in which the conspirators operate; the first is the domestic world within the United States, while the second is in the international realm.

21. One example of domestic secrecy is what occurred following the financial collapse of 2008, when George Bush signed the Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP) into law.

a. This program of the United States government was designed to purchase toxic assets and equity from financial institutions in order to strengthen this country’s financial sector.

b. When the time came to begin distribution of the funds for this bailout, which amounted to over a trillion dollars of taxpayer money, those Wall Street insiders and corporations that had contributed the most to the politicians received most of the funds.

c. As Peter Schweizer observed, “Access to TARP money was not guaranteed, and the terms of the loans were unclear. There was no transparency and no openness to the process. As the economist Robert Kuttner put it, the TARP proceedings were, ‘being done largely behind closed doors, and the design is by, for, and in the interest of large banks, hedge funds, and private equity companies. Because there are no explicit criteria, it’s very hard to know,’ if anyone got special treatment. The entire process, he said, reeks of favoritism and special treatment.

22. Another example of the secret distribution of wealth in America is the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, passed during the Obama administration in 2009.
a. Billions of dollars’ worth of loans, grants, and loan guarantees were distributed, but it was largely wealthy campaign contributors who reaped the most direct benefits.

b. The practice of funneling taxpayer money to friends has exploded to astonishing levels in recent years, with federal pay outs now exceeding 3 trillion dollars.

c. While it may be difficult to convince the average American that billionaires need more money, the mantra that works the best is to label the giveaway as something that is being done “in the public interest”.

d. While many may mistakenly believe that one has to be destitute to receive government money and giveaways, the truth is that a larger percentage of rich people than poor people are given government funds.

23. Steve Westly serves as another example of the collusion that goes on between the government and the corporate world; he is a venture capitalist who brought in contributions to the Obama campaign totaling approximately half a million dollars.

a. Westly sat on the board of directors for Tesla Motors and his venture capital firm had a big stake in Tesla, which may sound benign on the surface.

b. However, after Obama came into office, many of his major campaign contributors were on the boards of companies and had major financial interests in corporations that were on the receiving end of huge grants and loans which provided very beneficial terms for the recipients. 

c. One of those was Tesla, which received 465 million dollars in government loans that were, of course, funded by taxpayer money; this in turn made the IPO of Tesla possible.

d. As is obvious, Tesla’s IPO was very successful and made their investors a lot of money; Westly’s firm had 2.5 million Tesla shares, and he personally owns an undisclosed number of shares on top of that. 

e. Next, the Obama administration announced its plan to offer a rebate to boost electric car sales, and Tesla shares shot up an additional 6 percent, which many recognized as a conflict of interest but nothing was done about it.

f. Westly not only had the ear of Obama, but he had the attention of (and access to) the Energy Secretary, Steven Chu, who was one of the key decision-makers in the distribution of those funds.

g. Companies in The Westly Group portfolio have benefited from more than half a billion dollars in loans, grants, or stimulus money from the Energy Department, while only relatively few other companies have succeeded in winning such benefits.

h. While Belzer acknowledges that Tesla is a great company with great ideas, he also acknowledges that the company was created by, and made great with, taxpayer dollars, a fact largely unknown to the general public.

24. David Johnston has noted that corporations use every trick in the book, and there are thousands of little tricks (tax loopholes, incentives, etc.) that are allowed because of the corporations’ massive campaign contributions.

a. Corporations are busy moving intellectual property (such as patents, trademarks, and the title to the company logo) to entities organized in tax havens like Bermuda. 

b. These corporations then pay royalties to use their own intellectual property, allowing them to convert taxable profits in the United States into tax-deductible payments sent to Bermuda and other havens that impose little or no tax.

c. In other words, they actually get a tax credit as a reward for avoiding the taxes that they should have rightfully paid in the beginning!

d. The average American pays for this through higher taxes, reduced services, or by his portion of the rising share of our growing national debt; this also includes incentives in the tax system for companies to build new factories overseas and to reduce employment in America.

25. One very important factor in maintaining the status quo for the conspirators is their control over the media, which has been known in the past as the Fourth Estate.

26. The Fourth Estate is a segment of society that wields an indirect but significant influence on society, even though it is not a formally recognized part of the political system.

a. The First Amendment to the Constitution “frees” the press but carries with it a responsibility for the press to be the people’s watchdog.
b. However, as many have observed, recent history demonstrates that America’s media has failed in its watchdog role, and failed miserably; as William Astor noted, “The press has now become more of a lapdog than a watchdog”.
 
c. In that same article, Astor cites Glenn Greenwald, who made the astute observation that, “Our mainstream media willingly acts as ‘stenographers’ to the high and mighty.”; they follow wherever they are led, parroting whatever they are told.

27. However, it has become evident that bigger media companies have been taking over smaller ones for decades to the point that six groups account for 90% of media ownership; these include General Electric, Walt Disney, News Corp, Time Warner, Viacom, and CBS.

a. With the Comcast acquisition of NBC Universal from GE, Comcast is now the largest media company on the planet.  
b. Comcast currently owns two television networks, 26 television stations, 20 cable channels, several production facilities (including Universal Studios), two multipurpose halls and sports stadiums, and shares in two professional sports teams.

c. In terms of maintaining a free-thinking, well-informed democratic republic, that consolidation has resulted in a problem for the public since massive corporations now control the media in this nation.
d. Through a history of mergers and acquisitions, these companies have concentrated their control over what Americans see, hear, and read; in many cases, these companies control everything from initial production to final distribution.

e. A recent example of corporate domination of entertainment is the college bowl games, which used to be recognizable affairs, but which now have corporate names at the beginning of each bowl game.
28. While there is no question that a free and impartial press is critical to society, Schopenhauer acknowledged that the free press was also free to sell poison for the heart and mind; he believed that there should be strict prohibitions on anonymity of source material.

29. He went on to say that there was no idea so foolish that it could not be foisted on the minds of the “ignorant and incapable multitude”.

30. Therefore, those who simply parrot what they are told by the elites they serve are simply marketing various types of governmental and corporate poison, and often do so while claiming they cannot reveal their sources, thus making it impossible to verify the accuracy of their “reporting”.
31. While there are differences of opinion, evidence strongly suggests that the media falsified reports regarding 9/11 (particularly, the fall of tower 7, which was reported 20 minutes before it happened--23 minutes in Britain!), the Pentagon crash, the crash of flight 93 in Pennsylvania, Saddam Hussein, and weapons of mass destruction in Iraq.
32. The media have been so effective in their propaganda and manipulation of the sheeple that, despite all evidence to the contrary, Charles Lewis indicates that more than half of Americans accepted the premise that Iraq had weapons of mass destruction.

33. He goes on to say that unfortunately, millions of Americans still believe this lie because it served as a rationale for engaging in a war that was promoted by the Bush administration and perpetuated by the media.

34. With media consolidation, there are fewer outlets for actual fact, and a good example of the failure of the media to inform the people it is supposed to serves is seen in the case of Edward Snowden, who informed the American people that they were being spied upon by their own government.

a. This type of activity is not new news, since it has been going on since the early seventies; by 1979, the NSA program ECHELON had progressed to the point where it could track a specific person and zoom in on his phone conversation while he was communicating.

b. Margaret Newsham, a software designer employed by Lockheed at the giant agency listening post at Menwith Hill in North Yorkshire, England, stepped forward and told the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence in closed session that NSA was using its formidable intercept capabilities, “…to locate the telephone or other messages of target individuals.”

c. Newsham goes on to say, “As early as 1979, we could track a specific person and zoom in on his phone conversation while he was communicating.  Since our satellites could, in 1984, film a postage stamp lying on the ground, it is almost impossible to imagine how all-encompassing the system must be today.”
35. The next area that must be considered is the relationship between the major pharmaceutical companies, the politicians who allow their drugs to be marketed to an unsuspecting public, and the media which profits so greatly from the direct-to-consumer advertising.

36. Unfortunately, many have assumed that the FDA and the drug companies have the public’s best interest at heart; those who believe that are woefully misinformed.
37. It should be said at the outset that not every drug is dangerous, and many have a long history of efficacy and safety when they are taken in the proper dosage and taken with the proper frequency.
38. Drug recalls are certainly one method of examining the safety and efficacy of prescription medications and are described below.

a. Class I Recall - a situation in which there is a reasonable probability that the use of, or exposure to, the product will cause serious adverse health consequences or death.
b. Class II Recall - a situation in which use of, or exposure to, the product may cause temporary or medically reversible adverse health consequences, or where the probability of serious adverse health consequences is remote.
c. Class III Recall - a situation in which use of, or exposure to, the product is not likely to cause adverse health consequences.
d. When one considers a survey of drug recalls issued by the FDA in the past, it is evident that Class 1 and Class 2 recalls have increased dramatically; in 2013-2014, recalls during those two years exceeded the number of the previous nine years combined.

39. One of the most visible and dangerous of the drugs marketed, and later recalled, was Merck’s Vioxx, which was introduced to the market in 1999 and withdrawn in 2004.

a. The recall suddenly came just days after Merck discovered that a top medical journal was about to publish a study by an FDA (Food and Drug Administration) investigator indicating that the drug in question greatly increased the risk of fatal heart attacks and strokes and had probably been responsible for at least 55,000 American deaths during the five years it had been on the market.

b. However, it was soon revealed that Merck had known of potential lethal side effects even before launching Vioxx in 1999, but had brushed all such disturbing tests aside.

c. With a TV ad budget averaging a hundred million dollars per year, Vioxx swiftly became one of Merck's bestsellers, generating over $2 billion in yearly revenue; twenty-five million Americans were eventually prescribed Vioxx.

d. The year after the scandal unfolded, Merck's long-time CEO resigned and was replaced by one of his top lieutenants; however, he retained the $50 million in financial compensation he had received over the previous five years.

e. Senior FDA officials apologized for their lack of effective oversight and promised to do better in the future, but the Vioxx problem began to sink into the vast marsh of semi-forgotten international pharmaceutical scandals.

f. The article goes on to say that the users of Vioxx were almost all elderly, and it was not possible to determine whether a particular victim's heart attack had been caused by Vioxx or other factors. But, he concludes: "Perhaps 500,000 or more premature American deaths may have resulted from Vioxx,” a figure substantially larger than the 3,468 deaths of named individuals acknowledged by Merck during the settlement of its lawsuit. 
g. The conclusion the author reaches is that almost no one among America’s political or media elites seemed to know or care about the reality that this company had poisoned thousands and perhaps many more.
40. There are other very significant problems that both the drug companies and the governmental agencies that are supposed to provide oversight either ignore or keep hidden from the American public for as long as they can.

41. Key examples of this are the many antidepressants and psychiatric drugs that are being prescribed and administered, singly and in combination with one another.

42. World News Daily has an excellent article that details the noticeable link between these types of drugs and increased incidences of rage, violence, suicide, and mass murder.

43. Another controversial problem is the epidemic of autism, which is a very recent phenomenon; it is also one that pharmaceutical companies and government agencies have simply refused to acknowledge. 
a. However, it is evident that over the last five decades, the rate of autism in the United States has increased from 1 in 10,000 to 1 in 50 by the year 2015.

b. Although it is admittedly controversial, Belzer states that a common link that can, and should, no longer be ignored is the increased number of childhood vaccines— a multibillion-dollar industry—during the exact same period. 

c. While thimerosal, a mercury-based preservative, is not even a necessary component in vaccines, it is still used as a preservative.

d. Because vaccines are big business (25 billion dollars per year), thimerosal provides a very cheap option (the cheapest in fact) to give vaccines a longer shelf life, increasing profits for the manufacturers in the long term.
e. Belzer addresses this issue and states, “And speaking of vaccines— be very careful about your sources of information. The CDC manipulates data to justify the mass use of vaccines and enrich the drug companies. But you won’t read about that in mainstream media, because it was a censored story, so you will have to get the book Project Censored: The News That Didn’t Make the News. Also, just so you are aware of it, the US government has paid out $3 billion to vaccine-injured Americans since 1989.  So it would be extremely naive to blindly accept them as safe.”

f. This danger is not new news; Dr. Frank Engley, a Blue Ribbon Panel Member of the 1948 AMA meeting regarding concerns about thimerosal, stated, “We found out that the Thimerosal would be toxic down to – not grams, not mg’s, not mcgs, but nanograms – parts per billion – which was almost unbelievable. This was published in the American Journal Medical Society, in the New York Academy Sciences, and in the Journal For the Chemical Specialty Manufactures Association, and it didn’t make a wave; there wasn’t even a ripple – no one seemed to care”.

44. These types of very real problems do not include other sleight-of-and tactics used by pharmaceutical companies such as patent extensions, which can be done by renaming an expiring drug and adding a new use for it.

a. When a billion-dollar drug like Prozac had its patent expire, it went generic. Its manufacturer, Eli Lilly and Company, simply repackaged the exact same drug, and the same dosage of the exact same compound, and introduced it as the new drug Sarafem.

b. The “fem” part of that name was added because they also invented a “new disorder” to go along with their “new” drug, and therefore, through the magic of US medical legislation, Eli Lilly now holds a patent on their “new” drug as the only thing that can be prescribed for the new disorder.

c. By the way, the “new disorder,” PMDD (premenstrual dysphoric disorder), is actually something that has been around since human beings have walked the earth; you have probably heard of it as PMS, or premenstrual syndrome.

d. Very often, when a drug is renamed or touted as treating a new disorder, the price is often between 3 and 7 times higher than the original product (oh, wait--it is the exact same product!).
45. Another tactic that has been used frequently is creating new diseases which the drugs being manufactured are designed to treat; as one author has observed, “Since direct-to-consumer drug advertising debuted in 1997, pharma's credo has been, ‘When The Medication Is Ready, The Disease (and Patients) Will Appear.’”
 

a. While these new diseases are often given impressive names, the reality is that many have existed for centuries, and others are simply created as efforts to medicate as much of the population as the market will allow.

b. The list is long but SERM deficiency allows the marketing of Boniva and Fosamax, which are actually bisphosphonates that are linked to jaw bone death, esophageal cancer, and with causing the very fractures they are supposed to prevent. 

c. Statin deficiency has allowed the marketing of Crestor to children as young as 10, but these types of drugs harm the liver and are known to cause Type 2 diabetes.

d. Add to this circadian dysrhythmia (lack of sleep), ADHD (a psychiatric disorder, not a disease), restless leg syndrome, and a host of others, and you have a market for whatever the pharmaceutical companies are peddling.

46. “Disease mongering” is the effort by pharmaceutical companies (and others with similar financial interests) to enlarge the market for a treatment by convincing people that they are sick and need medical intervention.

a. To get a sense of how the media works in the context of a major disease promotion effort, Steve Woloshin examined news coverage of “restless legs”.

b. In 2003, GlaxoSmithKline launched a campaign to promote awareness about restless legs syndrome, beginning with press releases about presentations at the American Academy of Neurology meeting describing the early trial results of using ropinirole (a drug previously approved for Parkinson disease) for the treatment of restless legs.

c. Two months later, GlaxoSmithKline issued a new press release entitled “New survey reveals common yet under recognized disorder—restless legs syndrome—is keeping Americans awake at night,” which was an internally funded and, at the time, unpublished study.

d. In 2005, the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved ropinirole for the treatment of restless legs syndrome (the first drug approved specifically for this indication). 

e. Since then, the restless legs campaign has developed into a multimillion-dollar international effort to, “push restless legs syndrome into the consciousness of doctors and consumers alike.”

47. People should know that the pharmaceutical industry is the biggest political lobby in the US; there should be no doubt about the power the drug industry wields in shaping the US healthcare system and all the laws relating to the industry. 
48. Political lobbying is one of the primary reasons why the drug companies control nearly the entire health industry, and why alternative medicine is under such constant legislative attack.

49. The second area in which the shadow government operates is the international arena, which is somewhat easier now that large sections of the two major parties have accepted the idea of perpetual war.
50. One very important reason for the willingness to embrace war has to do with the fact that the American military manufacturers have literally infiltrated every congressional district within the United States.

a. A prime example is the B-1 bomber, which is manufactured by the Boeing Corporation and which was initially cancelled in 1977 but resurfaced in 1981.

b. What Boeing did to make their very expensive aircraft program almost invulnerable to any cuts in funding was to manufacture its many parts in every single one of the country’s 435 congressional districts.
c. Thus, it didn’t really matter that the B-1 bomber was a ridiculously expensive and unnecessary addition to American forces; what mattered, at the basic level of the American political system, was that if the program didn’t continue, then jobs would be lost. 
d. They could argue that cancellation of the B-1 program would devastate American labor, or they could bully a congressional representative by suggesting that they were planning to take those jobs out of his or her district and move them elsewhere.
51. Gore Vidal writes that the Federation of American Scientists has cataloged nearly 200 military incursions since 1945 in which the United States has been the aggressor; however, one can add many other “conflicts” to this list.

52. The sad reality is that no one ever asked for the United States to assume the mantle of policeman to the world, but this nation has acted unilaterally without the consent of those the US has chosen to police (and, most often, without the consent of congress or the people they are supposed to represent).
53. The Obama administration made America a powerful role model for impunity, with unapologetic violations of international law; he continued to fly drones and missiles across borders into at least half a dozen countries. 

54. As Norman Solomon writes, “It’s a star-spangled perversion of the Golden Rule — those who have the military power make the rule — giving Washington the globe’s lead role as high-tech destroyer of international law.” 

55. More to the point, from the jungles of Vietnam to the deserts of the Middle East, America rarely goes to war to defend itself, but rather, to pursue its global domination and to preserve its strategic interests.

56. Add to that America’s extremely overzealous forward-basing system of literally hundreds of major military installations scattered around the entire globe (800 military bases in over 70 countries) so that it can act as a self-appointed guardian of democracy.

a. However, the number of military installations that the United States has is likely underestimated; the 2003 Base Structure Report fails to mention, for instance, any garrisons in Kosovo, Afghanistan, Iraq, Israel, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Qatar, and Uzbekistan, although the U.S. military has established colossal base structures throughout the so-called arc of instability in the years since 9/11.

b. The American military deploys well over half a million soldiers, spies, technicians, teachers, dependents, and civilian contractors in other nations; this includes numerous secret bases outside the US to monitor what the people of the world, including our own citizens, are saying, faxing, or e-mailing to one another.
c. The Pentagon always imposes on countries in which it deploys our forces the Status of Forces Agreements, which usually exempt the United States from cleaning up or paying for the environmental damage it causes. 
d. This is a standing grievance in Okinawa, where the American environmental record has been nothing short of abominable; disputes over military pollution and the handling of soldiers suspected of crimes have led to widespread resentment of U.S. troop presence in Okinawa. 
e. Speaking of Japan, the US is locked in a perennial dispute over the $1.86 billion Japan pays annually to support U.S. troops and their families on the main islands of Japan and Okinawa. 
f. The Japanese call this the “sympathy budget” in an expression of cynicism over the fact that the United States cannot seem to afford its own foreign policy.

g. Add to this our so-called embassies, which are not actually places local people come for visas or where American officials represent the commercial and diplomatic interests of their country. 
h. Rather, they are often walled compounds, akin to medieval fortresses, where American spies, soldiers, intelligence officials, and diplomats try to keep an eye on hostile populations.

i. As Belzer notes, “One can predict with certainty that they will house a large contingent of Marines and include rooftop helicopter pads for quick getaways.”

57. In an essay on the idea of democracy versus empire, Chalmers Johnson notes that, “History tells us that one of the most unstable political combinations is a country—like the United States today—that tries to be a domestic democracy and a foreign imperialist.” 

a. He uses the CIA term “blowback” to refer not only to retaliation for things our government has done to, and in, foreign countries, but to retaliation for illegal operations carried out abroad that were kept totally secret from the American public. 
b. These operations have included the clandestine overthrow of governments that various administrations did not like, the training of foreign militaries in the techniques of state terrorism, the rigging of elections in foreign countries, and interference with the economic viability of countries that seemed to threaten the interests of influential American corporations, as well as the torture or assassination of selected foreigners.
c. His research convinced him that, “It became ever clearer that George W. Bush, Dick Cheney, and their supporters were claiming, and actively assuming, powers specifically denied to a president by our Constitution; it became no less clear that Congress had almost completely abdicated its responsibilities to balance the power of the executive branch.”
d. He goes on to acknowledge that even if American citizens desired to, “…abolish secret government, to bring the CIA and other illegal spying operations and private armies out of the closet of imperial power and into the light, to break the hold of the military-industrial complex, and to establish genuine public financing of elections may be at least theoretically conceivable. But given the conglomerate control of our mass media and the difficulties of mobilizing our large and diverse population, such an opting for popular democracy, as we remember it from our past, seems unlikely.”
58. As Belzer notes, the cost of these foreign military installations is astronomical and, many experts believe, completely unnecessary; Chalmers Johnson has also detailed that the United States spends more on military expenditures than the rest of the world’s countries combined.

a. While speaking of the amount of money being spent to perpetuate war, one should not overlook the shoddy (perhaps criminal? Yes, criminal) accounting practices going in on the American government.
b. While the average citizen is not informed, Lauren Lyster writes that a recent report revealed that 8.5 trillion dollars is missing from the Pentagon budget.

c. She goes on to cite sources that provide some highlights that have been found among the billions of dollars of waste and dysfunctional accounting at the Pentagon.

d. The DOD has amassed a backlog of more than $500 billion in unaudited contracts with outside vendors. How much of that money paid for actual goods and services delivered isn’t known.

e. Over the past 10 years, the DOD has signed contracts for provisions of more than $3 trillion in goods and services. 

f. How much of that money is wasted in overpayments to contractors, or how much is never spent and never remitted to the Treasury, is a mystery.

g. The Pentagon uses a standard operating procedure to enter false numbers, or “plugs,” to cover lost or missing information in their accounting in order to submit a balanced budget to the Treasury. 

h. In 2012, the Pentagon reported $9.22 billion in these reconciling amounts. That was up from $7.41 billion the year before.

i. This accounting dysfunction leads the DOD to buy too many things that it does not even need; one example was the vehicular control arm to supply Humvees. 

j. In 2008, the DOD had 15,000 parts -- a 14-year supply (anything more than three years is considered excess supply). 

k. Yet, from 2010 to 2012, it bought 7,437 more of these parts, and at higher prices than they paid for the ones they already had.

59. Another agency that acts with impunity to further American interests is the Central Intelligence Agency, which operates with almost total secrecy in its activities and has had a lack of cost accounting on how it spends the money covertly appropriated for it within the defense budget.

a. It is impossible for citizens to know what the CIA’s approximately 17,000 employees do with, or for, their share of the yearly $44 to $48 billion or more spent on “intelligence.”
b. Johnson goes on to say that the extreme secrecy and financial improprieties are hardly the worst problems that exist when one considers the activities of the CIA (he calls them an Agency of Rogues).

c. He goes on to say that there have been two criminal trials in Italy and Germany against several dozen CIA officials for felonies committed in those countries, including kidnapping people with a legal right to be in Germany and Italy, illegally transporting them to countries such as Egypt and Jordan for torture, and causing them to “disappear” into secret foreign or CIA-run prisons outside the United States without any form of due process of law.

d. Chalmers criticizes the incessant, almost always misguided attempts of the CIA to determine how other people should govern themselves; its secret support for fascists (e.g., Greece under George Papadopoulos), militarists (e.g., Chile under Gen. Augusto Pinochet), and murderers (e.g., the Congo under Mobutu Sese Seko) serve as examples. 
e. It has had a history of uncritical support of death squads (El Salvador) and religious fanatics (Muslim fundamentalists in Afghanistan)—all these (and more) activities have combined to pepper the world with blowback movements against the United States.

f. Nothing has done more to undercut the reputation of the United States than the CIA’s “clandestine” (only in terms of the American people) murders of the presidents of South Vietnam and the Congo, as well as its ravishing of the governments of Iran, Indonesia (three times), South Korea (twice), all of the Indochinese states, virtually every government in Latin America, and Lebanon, Afghanistan, and Iraq. 

g. Once again, the concept of blowback does not refer simply to reactions to historical events, but more specifically to reactions to operations carried out by the U.S. government that are kept secret from the American public and from most of their representatives in Congress. 
h. Even though the American people may not know what has been done in their name, those on the receiving end certainly do. They include the people of Italy (1948 elections), Iran (1953), Guatemala (1954), Cuba (1959 to the present), Congo (1960), Brazil (1964), Indonesia (1965), Vietnam (1961–73), Laos (1961–73), Cambodia (1969–73), Greece (1967–73), Chile (1973), Afghanistan (1979 to the present), El Salvador, Guatemala and Nicaragua (1980s), and Iraq (1991 to the present). 
60. In the meantime, our corporations and politicians tell the American public that there simply isn’t enough money to fund social security, health care, jobs programs, or infrastructure needs; however, there is money for sponsoring bowl games, building stadiums, and other athletics-related needs.

61. Eisenhower commented on the cost of all the military spending and said, “Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket fired signifies, in the final sense, a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and are not clothed. This world in arms is not spending money alone. It is spending the sweat of its laborers, the genius of its scientists, the hopes of its children”.

62. Another reason America has come to act with impunity, believing that her actions are hidden from sight, is her practice of using private corporations to act as paid mercenaries in America’s conflicts.
a. Blackwater is one of the primary companies used for those purposes in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan.

b. Blackwater is the most powerful mercenary firm in the world, with 20,000 soldiers, the world’s largest private military base, a fleet of twenty aircraft (including helicopter gunships), and a private intelligence division. 
c. The firm is also manufacturing its own surveillance blimps and target systems. 
d. The company is a run by a multimillionaire conservative who has bankrolled President Bush and his allies; while its forces are capable of overthrowing governments, many people have never heard of Blackwater.
e. However, after some public exposure, Blackwater has metamorphisized, changing its name to Blackwater Worldwide, Xe Services, to the harmless-sounding Academi, and now to the Constellis Group.

f. Blackwater operates via the JSOC (Joint Special Operations Command, the military headquarters for black ops), and it has a classified no-bid (contract) approved on a rolling basis.

g. While JSOC contracts are shielded from public oversight, it was revealed that with the JSOC, Blackwater was at the center of a program in Karachi, Pakistan, in which they helped direct a secret US military drone bombing campaign.

h. The program has put Blackwater at the epicenter of a US military operation within the borders of a nation against which the United States has not declared war…. Officially, the United States is not supposed to have any active military operations in that country.
63. What has become apparent to those who will pursue the truth is that while the conspirators do not appear publicly (otherwise, their conspiracy would be exposed), their policies and activities are now being conducted in full view, since Babylon feels secure and thinks that no one sees.
64. There is some disagreement as to who is speaking after Babylon’s assertion of invisibility in verse 10; some believe Babylon is still speaking, while others attribute the words to the Lord.

65. When one considers the text carefully, it seems evident that the Lord begins His statements in verse 1 and continues them through the rest of this chapter, with a couple of interjections--one by Israel (Isa. 47:4), and a few attributed to Babylon.  Isa. 47:7,8,10b,d

66. The Lord continues His criticism of Babylon by addressing the somewhat related matters of her wisdom and knowledge.
67. While the three terms wisdom, knowledge, and understanding may be considered as synonyms, and are sometimes used interchangeably, there are distinctions between the terms.

a. Knowledge is the most basic concept, which deals with the reality of facts; knowledge is knowing the facts.  Prov. 2:6, 10:14, 18:15
b. Understanding deals with the ability to comprehend the facts, knowing what the facts mean in reality and how to use them properly; this insight can come with age and experience.  Job 12:12

c. Wisdom involves knowing how to operate based on an understanding of the facts and/or circumstances one is facing and knowing what to do next that would be consistent with that knowledge and understanding.

d. Wisdom can include prudence in secular affairs, skills in the arts, moral sensitivity, and experience in the ways of the Lord.  

68. The essential idea of the Hebrew verb ~k;x' (chakham--to think wisely) denotes a manner of thinking and attitude, concerning life's experiences, which includes matters of general interest and basic morality.
 
69. However, the types of wisdom and knowledge that Babylon possesses are not the types of wisdom and knowledge that are promoted by God and His word; in fact, her “wisdom” comes from her advisors and astrologers.  Isa. 47:13
70. What Babylon considers to be knowledge or actual fact is not real fact at all (Isa. 47:7,8,10), but is a delusion about her unique place and continued existence which leads to her ungodly behavior.

71. This leads to the next indictment that Babylon’s alleged wisdom and knowledge have resulted in delusion; the verb bWv (shubh--to turn, turn around, return) is most often used to refer to the physical movement of turning, turning around, or returning.
72. However, it is used in some theological contexts to denote an object being transferred into a new condition; here, the intensive polel stem means to completely turn around, to cause one to be disoriented.
73. Babylon is disoriented and delusional, as the final part of verse 10 makes clear; it is identical to what is recorded in verse 8 and reasserts Babylon’s supposed superiority to everyone, including God.
47:11 "But calamity will come on you which you will not know how to make disappear; And disaster will fall on you; you will not be able to avert it; And destruction which you do not anticipate will come on you suddenly.  {w.c. adversative+ Qal perf. 3 m.s. aAB will come--prep. l[; + 2 f.s.suff. upon you--f.s.n. h['r' evil, injury, distress, calamity--neg. al{ + Qal impf. 2 f.s. [d;y" you will not know or figure out--Piel inf. const. + 3 f.s.suff. dx;v' apparently, three homonyms; to make black, to seek, to make disappear by magic; more in exposition--waw connective + Qal imperf. 3 f.s. lp;n" will fall--prep. l[; + 2 f.s.suff.-- f.s.n. hw"ho 3X, calamity, disaster--neg. al{ + Qal impf. 2 f.s. lkoy" to be able, capable--Piel inf.const. + 2 f.s.suff. rp;k' lit. to cover over, to appease by means of a gift, to bribe away--waw + Qal  imperf. 3 f.s. aAB she will come--prep. l[; + 2 f.s.suff. upon you--adverb ~aot.Pi at once, suddenly, without warning--f.s.n. ha'Av 12X, a sudden storm that brings devastation or ruin--neg. al{ + Qal imperf. 2 f.s. [d;y" to know, to understand; will not see it coming}
Exposition vs. 11

1. Verse 11 is comprised of three parallel lines, each of which begins with a waw and each of which contains the preposition l[; (‘al--on, upon) coupled with the second-person suffix; the preposition should be understood in a hostile sense.
2. Each line is then followed by the use of the negative al{ (lo’--no, not), the use of which emphasizes the inability of Babylon to fully understand, resist, or prevent the judgment that God has decreed for her.
3. There is also an increase in the intensity of what is described; the first term calamity is the most general term for distress or misery of any kind, disaster intensifies the idea, and destruction/desolation advances it to the level of total devastation and depopulation. 
4. Verse 11 reinforces the thought of verse 9, with the compound judgment of widowhood and loss of children being referenced by the single term calamity.
5. There is a play on words between the wickedness of Babylon mentioned in verse 10 and the calamity coming upon Babylon found at the beginning of verse 11.

6. The noun h['r' (ra’ah--evil, bad, misery, distress) is used in both cases and indicates that the evil of Babylon will be repaid with evil from God.
7. There is also a bit of sarcasm that is seen in the uses of the verb [d;y" (yadha’--know, recognize, understand, figure out); that verb is used twice in verse 11 to contradict the fallacious knowledge that Babylon possesses.
a. Babylon believes that she is unique in history and will never lose her position.  Isa. 47:8c,10d

b. Babylon believes that she will never become a widow or face the loss of her children.  Isa. 47:8d
c. Babylon’s knowledge and wisdom have resulted in a state of delusion.  Isa. 47:10c
d. Babylon’s knowledge will not allow her to avert what is coming upon her.  Isa. 47:11a
e. Babylon’s knowledge does not include knowledge of God’s judgment.  Isa. 47:11c
8. There is some difficulty with the final part of the first strophe; BDB indicates that the root rxv (shchr) is to be parsed as a masculine noun with a third-person feminine suffix.
9. That noun means dawn, which has led to two opposite ideas about what the term would mean in this context of judgment. 
a. Ibn Ezra (a Jewish commentator in the Middle Ages) thought it meant dawn, as in relief (like the expression, a new day), which Babylon would never see.
b. Kimchi (another Jewish commentator) thought it meant the opposite, and translated it as calamity which Babylon would not recognize.
10. Because of the difficulty, some want to emend the text to the root dx;v' (shachadh), which means to give a gift or offer a bribe; however, as is often the case, the desire to emend the text comes from an inability to understand what it means.

11. HALOT indicates that this verb ‏שָׁחַר‎ (shachar) is a rare loan word from the Akkadian and means to make something disappear by the use of magic; the other Akkadian forms mean sorcerer or sorceress, or to bewitch, enchant, or charm.
12. In this context, it is most likely that the form is that of a piel infinitive construct (not a noun), which is consistent with the next statement that also uses that same verbal form.

13. Thus, the idea is that in spite of Babylon’s sorceries and spells (Isa. 47:9), her advisors, astrologers, and seers (Isa. 47:13) will not know how to make this disappear, or how to charm it away with their spells.

14. The second statement of verse 11 switches from the verb aAB (bo’--come), which is used in the first and third statements, to the verb lp;n" (naphal--to fall), which is used in contexts of judgment falling on someone.  Ex. 5:3; Zech. 14:13
15. What will fall on Babylon is seen in the Hebrew noun hw"ho (howah), which is only used three times in the Old Testament and has the sense of ruin or disaster.  Ezek. 7:26 
16. While the verb is used only once and means to fall, the related noun hW"h; (hawwah) is used metaphorically to denote a loss of position or favor; it is used to denote the type of destruction that comes as the result of another’s premeditated actions.  Ps. 38:12, 52:2 
17. Once again, the negative particle al{ (lo’--no, not) indicates that Babylon will not have the capability of averting God’s judgment that is certain to fall upon her from above.
18. The infinitive construct of the verb rp;k' (kaphar--to cover, to atone, to appease) does not have the sense here of atoning for sins, as it does in many places in the Old Testament.  Lev. 1:4, 4:20

19. Rather, it has the idea of averting something by means of pacifying the offended party; the offended party may be offered something (like a bribe) to avert his wrath.  Gen. 32:20; Prov. 16:14

20. The final strophe of verse 11 reverts to the use of the verb aAB (bo’--come), which is followed by the noun ha'Av (sho’ah--destruction).
21. HALOT indicates that the noun really means a storm that breaks out violently and suddenly (Prov. 1:27) but is used in several contexts to emphasize the ruin, destruction, and desolation that is left behind.  Job 38:27; Isa. 10:3; Zeph. 1:15
22. In this case, the Babylonians will not know when this ruinous disaster will come upon them; the adverb ~aot.Pi (pith’om) refers to what happens in a sudden or surprising way.  Num. 6:9, 12:4
23. It is used 25 times in the Old Testament, and most contexts deal with things that are disastrous in nature.  Eccles. 9:12; Jer. 4:20, 6:26
24. This adverb is quite appropriate, since Babylon will be utterly destroyed in a shorter time than any other nation in recorded history.  Isa. 47:9; Rev. 18:8,10,17,19
25. Isaiah concludes verse 11 with a blanket statement that acknowledges that, in spite of the knowledge and wisdom Babylon claims to have, she will not know what is coming upon her.
26. The idea is that Babylon will not be able to anticipate God’s judgment, since that judgment will come in a sudden and surprising way that she will not be able to predict.
47:12 "Stand fast now in your spells (or alliances) And in your many sorceries With which you have labored from your youth; Perhaps you will be able to profit, Perhaps you will be terrified.  {Qal imperv.f.s. dm;[' to stand, stand still, stay in place--particle an" used of entreaty or exhortation, please, used ironically--insep.prep. B + m.p.n.const. + 2 f.s.suff. rb,x, root verb means to be joined or coupled, in a league or alliance; also used of magic, spell, enchantment--waw + insep.prep. B + m.s.n.const. bro multitude or abundance--m.p.n.const. + 2 f.s.suff. @v,K, 6X, magic, sorcery, witchcraft--insep.prep. B + rel. part. rv,a] in which, with which, by which--Qal perf. 2 f.s. [;gEy" 26X, primarily, to labor to the point where one is tired or exhausted--insep.prep. m + m.p.n.const. + 2 f.s.suff. ~yrIW[n> the early part of life, one’s youth--adverb yl;Wa perhaps, suppose, may be--Qal imperf. 2 f.s. lkoy" to be able or capable--Hiphil inf.const. l[;y" 23X, only in hiphil; to profit, to gain or benefit--adverb yl;Wa perhaps, suppose, may be--Qal imperf. 2 f.s. #r;[' 15X, used intransitively, to be afraid or terrified; transitively, to cause fear or terror}
Exposition vs. 12
1. Verse 12 begins with an imperative; the Hebrew imperative is used to give direct commands 
(Gen. 13:9), to grant permission (IISam. 18:23), to express a request or wish (Ps. 82:8), or to express sarcasm or mocking.  IKings 2:22
2. Since that is the case, the command to stand has been interpreted in two ways; some see this as a mocking taunt, while others take the words as a command from God to be taken seriously.
3. In this case, the imperative is coupled with the particle of entreaty an" (na’--please, I pray you), which is used in some cases to soften the force of the imperative (Gen. 12:13), in some cases to strengthen the force or a threat (Num. 16:26), or in other cases to ridicule the person being addressed.

4. Babylon had previously been commanded to go down, to descend, to sit in the dust as a figure for what was going to come upon her.

5. Now, she is commanded to take her stand, to defend her position and her citizens; God challenges her to defend or protect herself from His plan to execute divine justice on her.
6. Babylon is challenged to stand fast, which. in this context. has the sense of keep persisting in your behavior or keep trusting in what you have trusted.
7. What she is to persist in is a term that was used in verse 9; the noun rb,x, (chebher) comes from a verb that means to be joined together, to be in an alliance.  Gen. 14:3; Ex. 26:3; Dan. 11:6
8. However, based on it usage in three passages, some have suggested that the binding was part of the practice of tying magic knots; it is uniformly translated as spell in the New American Standard Bible.  Deut. 18:11; Isa. 47:9,12
9. That is also the way in which the translators of the Septuagint understood this term; they used the Greek evpaoido,j (epaoidos), which is defined as one who uses charms or incantations to get what he desires.
10. In some ways, the spell may involve the occult or convincing the nation in view to enter into a treaty or alliance with the United States, thus combining both meanings of the noun rb,x, (chebher--spell, alliance) in an understandable way.
11. The second thing Babylon is challenged to continue is the use of her many sorceries, which is the same Hebrew term that was used in verse 9.

12. The noun @v,K, (kesheph--sorcery) is only used six times in the Old Testament and is always found in the plural; it is derived from the verb @v;K' (kashaph--to engage in sorcery or witchcraft).
13. Sorcery is defined as the practice of using occult, supernatural means, such as incantations and/or spells, in order to control forces in the spiritual realm with the intention of influencing the physical realm. 

a. Sorcery was (and still is) used to gain control over the environment and/or people, to foretell the future, to summon spirits, to harm others, and/or to benefit one's self. 

b. In the Septuagint, the term sorcery is translated by the Greek word farmakei,a (pharmakeia), which first meant a drug or medicine, whether beneficial or poisonous, and referred to drugs that were used for medicinal purposes or for more sinister purposes.

c. Therefore, this family of words focuses on the mysterious words, charms, herbs, and actions that are presumed to involve evil spiritual forces and which are usually practiced to advance one's cause or to harm others.

d. The term should be understood metaphorically in the sense of deceiving and disorienting, just as one becomes disoriented when under the influence of legitimate, powerful medications.
14. The Lord goes on to indicate that these types of behavior are not recent developments in Babylon; these are the types of things she has practiced from her youth.

15. The abstract (pluralized) noun ~yriW[n> (ne’uriym--youth) lays stress on the early, immature but vigorous, trainable stage of life; it is often seen in the phrase from one's youth, which stresses continuity.  Gen. 8:21, 46:34

16. The verb Isaiah uses is [;gEy" (yaghe’a--labor), which is used to convey two basic ideas; the first emphasizes the matter of labor or toil, and the second idea refers to the weariness that results from labor.  Eccles. 10:15
17. When one considers the actual influence of ancient Babylon (its religious rites, practices, symbols, etc.), it can be demonstrated that America has been awash in these things from the earliest days of her history.
18. In the book “Occult America: The Secret History of How Mysticism Shaped Our Nation”, Mitch Horowitz provides much of the following information.
19. Beginning in its colonial history, America has been exposed to esoteric spirituality; the first mystical community arrived in the US during the summer of 1694. 
a. That year, the determined spiritual philosopher Johannes Kelpius led about forty pilgrims out of Central Germany to the region just outside of Philadelphia. 
b. The city then hosted only about 500 houses, but it provided a home for the Kelpius circle, who longed for a new homeland where they could practice their brands of astrology, alchemy, numerology, and mystical Christianity without fear of harassment from church or government.
c. A young woman named Ann Lee fled persecution in her native Manchester, England and relocated her esoteric sect, the Shaking Quakers (commonly known as the Shakers), to upstate New York in 1776. 
d. That same year, a Rhode Island girl, Jemima Wilkinson, declared herself a spirit channeler, took the name Publick Universal Friend, and began to preach across the northeast. 
e. The trend was established early on in our history; America became a destination for religious idealists, especially those with a supernatural bent.
20. By the period from 1830-1850, a region of central New York State became the magnetic center for the religious radicalism sweeping the young nation. 
21. It was during this time and in this region that the birth of new religions such as Mormonism and Seventh-Day Adventism occurred; this time also saw the spread of Spiritualism, Mesmerism, mediums, table-rapping, séances, and other occult practices.
22. The growth of occult and mystical movements in nineteenth-century America was aided by the influence of three significant social and spiritual movements: Freemasonry, Transcendentalism, and Spiritualism. 
23. Each movement involved religious experimentation and served as a springboard for nontraditional and therapeutic spirituality, which many embraced.
24. Freemasonry is perhaps a direct remnant of the most radical thought movement to emerge from the Reformation, and it instilled a strong anti-authoritarian streak in America's early religious culture. 
a. Masonry's penchant for occult and pagan symbolism suggests how some of the nation's Founders, many of whom were Masons, understood religious truth as emanating from a common source that could be found in different cultures throughout history, including those of a mystical and pre-Christian past. 
b. American Masonry emphasized religious tolerance which its highly placed members, including George Washington and Benjamin Franklin, modeled and interwove into American life.

c. Early in his presidency, Washington took matters a step further; he indicated that tolerance was to be encouraged in terms of religious freedom and minority religions were no longer guests of the new republic, but full members.

d. Whatever Freemasonry's airs of secrecy and images of skulls, pyramids, and all-seeing eyes, it is in this principle where one finds the order's truly most radical, even dangerous, idea: the encouragement of different faiths (not the Christian faith) within a single nation.
25. In New England in the mid-nineteenth century, the writings of Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, and their contemporaries extolled the individual's capacity for spiritual self-discovery beyond the boundaries of established religion (i.e., apart from the sound doctrine of the Bible). 
a. Their movement called itself Transcendentalism and introduced mystical concepts from Eastern and Western esoteric traditions into the bloodstream of American life. 
b. Transcendentalists drew freely on Hindu texts, such as the Upanishads and Bhagavad Gita, as well as the ethical and religious traditions of antiquity. 
c. Transcendentalism aided the rise of the "positive thinking" and self-improvement movements of the twentieth century.
26. By the late 1840s, there dawned a movement that popularized belief in the supernatural like nothing the young nation had ever seen; it was referred to as Spiritualism. 
a. Through table-rapping, séances, and mediumistic trances, millions of Americans became convinced that communication with the "other side" was available to each individual. 
b. Spiritualism possessed a surprising culture of egalitarianism and social concern; the movement attracted the interest and participation of social reformers because, among other things, it provided a setting in which women could serve as religious leaders. 
c. Many spirit mediums were women, and Emma Hardinge Britten saw the movement as the basis of a new religious and social order that included ideas of suffrage, free love, talking to the dead, transcendental visions, and communal living. 
27. While Spiritualism reached its peak of influence in the United States, and was even being exported abroad, a new movement appeared known as the Theosophical Society. 
a. Its stated aim was to recover forgotten esoteric ideas at the heart of the world's religious traditions under the leadership of a Russian noblewoman named Helena Petrovna Blavatsky.

b. She was very excited to come to America, which she viewed as the land of Spiritualism; by this time, the young nation had become a magnet for every kind of spiritual experiment.

c. With retired Civil War colonel Henry Steel Olcott at her side, Madame Blavatsky founded the Theosophical Society in New York City in 1875. 
d. These two departed for India to dedicate themselves to reintroducing Hindu and Buddhist ideas in India and Sri Lanka, whose religious traditions were under twin assault from British colonial rule and missionary campaigns. 
e. The core element of their mission was to re-ignite interest in the mystical teachings of the East in Asia, Europe, and America.
28. By the late nineteenth century, America had been infused with influences from Freemasonry, Transcendentalism, Theosophy, and Spiritualism. 
29. Yale University Professor Jon Butler provides a valuable synopsis of the religious, mystical, and occult milieus in seventeenth-century America, including scientists, lawmakers, ministers, and other community leaders who were themselves involved in alchemy, ceremonial magic, Rosicrucianism, and other occult practices and movements.
 

a. Large libraries of occult books, secret correspondence with like-minded occultists or members of secret societies, and avant-garde religious sentiments (particularly in a political context that included such American Founding Fathers as Washington, Franklin, and Jefferson) defined the spiritual atmosphere of the intellectual class of the colonies.

b. Divining rods, show stones, and magic charms and talismans, as well as basic astrological lore, defined the approach of the lower and middle classes. 

c. Yet, both groups shared a common belief in the actions of invisible forces in the world, forces which could be manipulated or cajoled into cooperation for mundane goals. 
d. Forces which could be summoned by magic (white or black) by priestly magicians in the shadow of the Church or by evil witches in the farms, villages, and back-alley lanes of the common people.

30. However, a new movement was to arise known as New Thought, which originated with Phineas Quimby.

a. Quimby began to study the practice of Mesmerism, in which a subject could be placed into a suggestive trance, and he grew fascinated with the health effects of the mind. 
b. By 1859, he had devised a philosophy of "mental healing" and began using it to treat the ill. 
c. His ideas quickly found an audience, and after Quimby treated a patient named Mary Baker Eddy, she went on to establish one of the nation's most significant new religions--Christian Science.
d. Although Mrs. Eddy soon denounced her old mentor as little more than a carnival Mesmerist, his mental healing philosophy seemed to ride the winds all across America, winning far-flung adherents and evangelizers who in turn brought their own novel twists to it. 
e. It was these who morphed into the loosely bound psycho-spiritual school known by the late nineteenth century as New Thought. 
31. In later decades, this belief system attained mass popularity in the form of Norman Vincent Peale's "power of positive thinking"; as such, it reached into nearly every church, living room, and bookstore in America.
a. Ironically, while few Americans today have heard of the term or the movement called New Thought, its ideas have been widely adopted, and they persist in metaphysical churches throughout America, sometimes under the names of Unity or Religious Science.

b. By the mid-twentieth century, non-religious figures like Dale Carnegie (How to Win Friends and Influence People) and Napoleon Hill (Think and Grow Rich) rode the wings of New Thought to worldwide fame. 
c. Today, every life coach, motivational speaker, and self-help program uses the concept of an attitudinal approach to success, of mind over circumstance, and guided imagery; however, this now-familiar concept was born out of pagan mysticism.
32. Although the occult seems to have disappeared from America during the material boom times following the Second World War, by the sixties, it was making a comeback.

a. The thought revolution brought on by youth culture (which strongly distrusted established belief systems like Christianity) resulted in a resurgence of interest in Eastern spirituality and occultism. 
b. By the late 1960s, two factors--the drive toward self-actualization and the acceleration of communication--began to encourage alternative religious systems that ranged from witchcraft to Zen Buddhism to Taoism. 
c. In short order, the vast, sprawling term "New Age" entered the popular lexicon; a core tenet of New Age belief is that there will be a fateful convergence of all religious systems, resulting in an era of limitless human potential. 
d. Presently, these psycho-spiritual philosophies and therapies have become blended together; by the seventies and eighties, there could be no easily discerned "occult" or "Eastern" or "yogic" movement.

e. Rather, America experienced the rise of a vast metaphysical culture that appeared ever-expanding, ever-accommodating, and perpetually ready to adapt to any foreign or domestic influence that met the needs of those who yearned for self-discovery.

33. Horowitz concludes that the encounter between America and occultism has reconciled itself in the creation of a vast spiritual culture that permeates much of America; he states that, “There was no avoiding it: the occult America had prevailed.” 

34. Add to the groups above others like the Rosicrucians, the Illuminati, the Order of the Skull and Bones, Freemasons, and groups like them (the Elks, Moose, Shriners, and the Order of the Eastern Star).
35. Occult links with ancient Babylon are quite numerous in America and include the obelisk (worship of Bel the sun god); the two most notable examples of this are the Washington Monument and the new World Trade Center.
36. Semiramis, the mother of Nimrod and a driving force behind the construction of the tower of Babel, is seen in the form of the Statue of Liberty, and in the Statue of Freedom (Lady Columbia) which sits atop the Dome of the United States Capitol.
37. In fact, versions of this Babylonian symbol are found on several state flags, atop at least five state capitol buildings, and in several places around Washington D.C.

38. It is evident that the dollar bill is replete with occult images that can be traced back to Egypt, which, in many cases, simply provided new names for the Babylonian gods, goddesses, symbols, and institutions.
39. Modern examples of the spells and sorceries include all manner of behaviors within the CIA, which include bribing foreign politicians, invading other countries with secret armies, spreading lies (producing pornography to bring down enemies), conducting medical experiments (on both witting and unwitting participants), building stocks of poison, and more.

a. Project MKUltra was the code name of a U.S. government covert research operation experimenting in the behavioral engineering of humans (mind control) through the CIA’s Scientific Intelligence Division. 
b. Using unwitting U.S. and Canadian citizens as its test subjects, MKUltra involved the administration of drugs (especially LSD) and other chemicals, hypnosis, sensory deprivation, isolation, verbal and sexual abuse, and various forms of torture.
c. There have been many such covert projects designed to ensure American interests, remove any resistance to American advances, and to gain or keep control in regions deemed to be important.
40. God closes His challenge in verse 12 with two statements, each of which is introduced by the adverb  yl;Wa (‘ulay--“perhaps”).
41. This becomes the lot of everyone who does not know the God of the Bible; they may labor to the point of exhaustion in their efforts to save themselves, but they must always labor with no certainty of success.
42. God points out sarcastically that Babylon may be able to profit from those things she has relied on throughout her history; the Hebrew verb l[;y" (ya’al--profit)  has the idea of being successful, doing something that will aid or benefit the person.
43. In this case, the idea is that Babylon may be able to profit in the sense that she can deliver herself from God’s judgment.
44. However, the Bible makes it plain that trusting in anything (money, people, idols, alliances, etc.) other than the Lord (Isa. 48:17) will not result in the benefit, success, or deliverance for which people hope.  Prov. 11:4; Isa. 30:5, 44:9
45. Goldingay has noted that historical Babylon had accumulated extensive libraries recording precedents and events that their vast companies of experts could consult in order to interpret events.

a. Based on this, their priests, wise men, and advisors could then suggest ways of averting threatened disaster, including rites, such as prayers, that accompanied the destruction of figurines representing an enemy. 
b. If the calamity then failed to happen, this would prove that the system worked and reinforce the common belief in it.
c. However, it is Babylon’s trust in her ability to control things via magic, spells, and alliances that will prove to be without foundation.

46. The final sarcastic remark is in contrast to the previous one and indicates that the Babylonians may succeed (they won’t), or that perhaps they will simply end up being terrified when they recognize that those in whom they have trusted have failed them.
47:13 "You are wearied with your many counsels; Please, let the astrologers, those who prophesy by the stars, those who make predictions for the month, let them stand up and let them deliver you from what will come upon you.  {Niphal perf. 2 f.s. ha'l' 19X, refers to physical or mental weariness or fatigue--insep.prep. B + m.s.n.const. bro multitude, abundance--f.p.n.const. + 2 f.s.suff. hc'[e advice, counsel, decision, plan--particle an" used of entreaty or exhortation, please, used ironically or sarcastically; note the Hebrew text has the verbs leading--Qal part.m.p. rb;h' 1X, kethib has Qal perf.; Qere reads participle; to cut up, to divide--m.p.n. ~yIm;v' the heavens--d.a. + Qal part.m.p. hz"x' to see, often used of seeing prophetic visions or receiving revelations--insep.prep. B + d.a. + m.p.n. bk'AK in the stars, by means of the stars--Hiph.part.m.p. [d;y" the one causing to know--insep.prep. l + d.a. + m.p.n. vd,xo the new moon, the month--Qal imperf. 3 m.p. dm;[' jussive, third person command, let them stand--waw + Hiphil imperf. 3 m.p. + 2 f.s.suff. [v;y" to cause salvation or deliverance, to rescue or defend--insep.prep. !mi + rel.part. rv,a] from that which--Qal imperf. 3 m.p. aAB will come--prep. l[; + 2 f.s.suff. on you, upon you}  
Exposition vs. 13

1. Verse 13 continues the thought that had been introduced in verse 12; the verb [;gEy" (yagh’a--labored) means to work until one is tired or exhausted.
2. However, that root is used to convey two specific ideas; the first is the emphasis on the hard, toilsome, or laborious nature of work, while the second deals with the weariness or fatigue that results from that labor.
3. As the TWOT notes, the idiom of being weary with something serves as a dramatic, poetic way of asserting that there is an objectionable excess of what causes weariness.  Isa. 1:14
4. At least twice in Isaiah, the idea of weariness is linked to the reality that those who engage in idolatry will wear themselves out with their idolatrous practices.

5. The inseparable preposition B (b-bet) is used in a similar way as the Greek dative/locative/instru-mental case; it can mean in, with, or by.

6. Babylon is accused of being fatigued in the midst of, or by means of, her many/numerous counsels, which certainly indicates an abundance of people offering advice with respect to the future.

7. The noun hc'[e (‘etsah--counsel, advice) is derived from the verb #[;y" (ya’ats), which originally meant to give advice or instruction.  Ex. 18:19; Num. 24:14; IKings 12:6
8. However, by the time of Isaiah, the noun had changed from referring to the idea of offering advice as to what the correct course of action should be to that of the actual intention or plan.  Isa. 7:5, 14:24,26,27
a. Albright suggests that it is quite possible that the original meaning of the verb was to utter a divine oracle; since people seeking advice would make use of the oracle, the root could take on the meaning “advise”, and the person uttering the oracle could become an “adviser”.

b. The substance of the oracle, the revealed plan of the deity for the future, could become “advice,” in that it would provide the correct course of action in accord with the plan of the particular god in view.
9. In this case, the idea is that although Babylon has numerous people offering advice and advancing numerous plans of action with respect to the future, they have simply worn out themselves and their audiences.
10. The sentence structure in verse 13 then records the two main verbs, which have been moved to a later point in the text for the sake of the English translation.
11. In the book of Daniel, these included the magicians, the conjurers, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans.  Dan. 2:2
12. The first group is the magicians, which is the translation of the Hebrew noun ~jor>x; (chartom) and is also found in the Aramaic.  Dan. 1:20, 2:2 (Hebrew); Dan. 4:7,9 (Aramaic)
a. This term was used to designate the Egyptian magicians, who practiced their arts in the time of Joseph (Gen. 41:8) and Moses. Ex. 7:11

b. The word literally means engraver or writer and comes to have the secondary meaning of diviner, astrologer, or magician. 
c. The root from which the word comes means to cut or scratch; it was used for the act of engraving or writing with a stylus.
d. Strictly speaking, the term describes those who wrote with a stylus on clay tablets; in this case, the religious scribes or sacred writers who recorded and preserved the materials used in the Babylonian religious activities. 
e. These wise men meticulously chronicled, for example, the movements of the heavenly bodies in order to gain religious wisdom from them.
f. Babylon had accumulated extensive libraries recording precedents and events that their vast companies of experts could consult in order to interpret events; they could then suggest ways of averting impending calamity, including rites such as prayers.
13. The second group was the conjurers, which is the translation of the Hebrew noun @V'a; (‘ashshaph; Dan. 1:20, 2:2) and is also found in the Aramaic of Daniel.  Dan. 2:27, 4:7
a. Some believe these were religious figures who recited incantations and interpreted omens, while others suggest that these were necromancers.
b. Necromancers are people who summon or conjure the spirits of the dead (demons, of course) for purposes of magically revealing the future or influencing the course of events.

c. According to Leupold, the Akkadian root means to conjure; thus, the enchanters were men that used their magic spells and incantations in order to be able to communicate with the spirit world.

14. The third group is identified as sorcerers; the noun @v,K, (kesheph--sorcery) is only used six times in the Old Testament and is always found in the plural.
a. It is derived from the verb @v;K' (kashaph--to engage in sorcery or witchcraft), which involved activity that was strictly forbidden under the Mosaic Law.  Ex. 22:18; Deut. 18:9-11
b. Sorcery is defined as the practice of using occult, supernatural means, such as incantations and/or spells, to control forces in the spiritual realm with the intention of influencing the physical realm. 
c. In the Septuagint, the term sorcery is translated by the Greek word farmakei,a (pharmakeia), which first meant a drug or medicine (whether beneficial or poisonous) and referred to drugs that were used for medicinal purposes or for sinister purposes.
d. Therefore, this family of words focuses on the mysterious words, charms, herbs, and actions that are presumed to involve evil spiritual forces and which are usually practiced to advance one's cause or to harm others

15. The final group, the Chaldeans, in this context refers to a priestly caste of wise men that were viewed as the most powerful of the occult practitioners, using witchcraft and idolatry to keep the common people in line.

a. The term ~yDIf.K; (kasdiym--Chaldeans) may be used in an ethnic or political sense, but often denotes a class of wise men grouped with interpreters of dreams and other soothsayers (those who claim to foretell the future).   Dan. 2:2, 4:7, 5:7
b. The professional sense of the word has not been discovered in cuneiform sources, but Herodotus refers to the Chaldeans as the priests of Bel in Babylon. 

c. He cites them only as a source of information and does not describe their professional interests; during the Hellenistic age, the name became synonymous with astrology and prognostication.

d. Diodorus Siculus wrote in the first century and compared the Chaldeans to the priests of Egypt.

e. He writes, “For, being assigned to the service of the gods, they pass their whole life in philosophy, having the greatest glory in astrology. They pay much attention also to soothsaying, making predictions concerning future events, and purifications, and sacrifices, and with various kinds of incantations, they attempt to bring about the avoidance of evil and the accomplishment of good. They have experience also in divination by birds and show the interpretation of dreams and omens.  They also show marked ability in making divinations from the observation of the entrails of animals, deeming that in this branch, they are eminently successful.”

16. In Daniel, it becomes apparent that the different terms are used randomly and interchangeably; they are all (to some extent) synonyms for the Babylonian diviners, whose role was central to Babylonian religious and political life.
17. Three distinct groups are mentioned in verse 13; they do not appear to be dealing with three different groups, but with anyone engaged in astrology, anyone attempting to see the future in the stars, or anyone providing monthly reports (horoscopes).
18. The phrase translated as astrologers in the New American Standard Bible is literally those cutting or carving the heavens; this is a reference to the practice of dividing the heavens into 12 sections of 30 degrees each and which are centered on the ecliptic (the path of the sun).
a. It is generally accepted that the Babylonians developed their system of astrology within the context of divination, attempting to gain knowledge about the future by interpreting various omens.
b. While the Babylonians practiced divination in a number of ways, their practice of astrology was far more concerned with what the future held on an international basis than it was with the individual omens.

19. The second group Isaiah mentions includes the ones seeing by/in the stars; the participle has the definite article and should be understood as a substantive.
a. The verb hz"x' (chazah--to see) is used in a broad variety of ways but was clearly used in the sense of seeing a revelatory vision that God granted to those whom He chose.  Num. 24:4; 
Dan. 4:5,9
b. Because of the importance of the revelatory vision as means of the seers' special knowledge of divine things, the word sometimes means to speak about the future; that is likely why the New American Standard translates this verb as prophesy.
c. Babylonian astrologers observed that many of the stars were, or seemed to be, fixed in their orbits; others rose and set like the sun and moon, and appeared in different parts of the heavens at different times of the year.

d. The regularity of these changes made it possible to study the course of these stars and, as knowledge progressed, to determine in advance where a particular body would be seen at a certain time.
e. This accumulated knowledge led them to believe that nothing should be regarded as accidental, so they made their plans based on their past experience, which informed them if an undertaking would be a success or a failure.
f. The key element here is that while ancient nations did use the stars in the interest of navigation, it should be understood that their chief motive in astronomy was the belief that the movements of the heavenly bodies portended something that man should understand.

20. The third group mentioned is literally the ones causing to know for the new moons; the Hebrew noun vd,xo (chodhesh) properly means the new moon, but it is commonly used as an equivalent to the English term month because the month began when the thin crescent of the new moon was first visible at sunset.
a. Monthly almanacs based on astrological observations and reckonings were compiled for the sake of recording lucky and unlucky days. 

b. The omen tablets that have been preserved give an excellent impression of the detailed nature of these distinctions, which are of the same value and quality (worthless) as modern astrological predictions.

21. This group of experts is challenged by the two verbs which are actually found at the beginning of the verse but are translated here for the sake of clarity.
22. Both verbs are imperfect in form, and both should be understood to have jussive force; the jussive is essentially a third-person command and is often introduced by the phrase let him/them…
23. The first verb is followed by the particle of entreaty an" (na’--please, I pray you), which is used in some cases to soften the force of a command (Gen. 12:13), in some cases to strengthen the force of a threat (Num. 16:26), or in some cases to challenge the person being addressed.

24. The verb dm;[' (‘amadh--stand, stand up) was used in the previous verse to mock the leadership of Babylon; there, it was essentially used as a command to continue to trust in what they had been trusting.
25. Here, the verb is used as a challenge to the religious leaders of Babylon who have engaged in their form of mysticism in order to provide political, military, and economic guidance to the ruler(s) of Babylon.
26. Another way the verb is used means to stand up in order to engage in conflict; God politely commands these prognosticators to come forth and contend against His plan for Babylon.  Isa. 50:8; 
Jer. 49:19
27. They are then exhorted to provide deliverance for the nation, to defend their position and their citizens from what will certainly come upon them.

28. In that regard, the astrologers and wise men of Babylon are no more able to save the nation than any other inanimate idol in which one may place his confidence.  Isa. 46:7
29. There are no shortages of websites devoted to, and operated by, modern Babylonian astrologers who provide a stream of information regarding the stars and their supposed impact on current and future events.

30. There is a web page that asked many astrologers, seers, psychics, tarot readers, and the like, what America will be like 50 years from now; not one suggested that it would be destroyed by Russia in a nuclear conflagration.

31. Although there is a shocking number of Americans who have accepted and embraced the literal practice of astrology, modern prognosticators have come to include those who provide their economic and political fortunes to those who seek them.

32. However, these modern seers are of no more use than their astrologer counterparts; they may analyze mountains of data, compare them to historical events and trends, and then make their predictions based on their conclusions.
33. One factor in their inability to provide long-range information is that these people are often really focused on short-term issues and only offer their predictions for the coming year or two.
34. This nation is awash in political pundits, individuals who offer to the mass media their opinions or commentaries on particular subject areas (most typically, political or economic analyses).

35. Ironically, the pundit claims to offer his assessment in an area in which he may actually be knowledgeable, but the reality is that he only has to convince others that he is knowledgeable; he cannot see the future apart from divine insight, which he does not possess.

36. However, all the media pundits, the political advisors, and political commentators have failed to see what is clearly taught in the Bible respecting prophetic Babylon. 
37. The entire tone here is sarcastic (Franke describes it as “profoundly ironic”)
, since there is no point in summoning these stargazers to deliver Babylon.

38. Even if these people were actually able to do what they claimed they could do (i.e., see or predict the future), they would be forced to inform the nation that God has decreed its destruction.

39. It is clear that the tone of all that is said here is not meant to challenge these seers to practice their arts in a way that is accurate and effective; rather, this is designed to demonstrate that these stargazers cannot deliver anyone from God. 
47:14 "Behold, they have become like stubble, Fire burns them; They cannot deliver their souls  from the power of the flame; There will be no coal to warm by Nor a fire to sit before!  {interjection hNEhi look!, behold--Qal perf. 3 p.pl. hy"h' to become--insep.prep. K + m.s.n. vq; 16X, straw, stubble, chaff--c.s.n. vae fire--Qal perf. 3 f.s. + 3 m.p.suff. @r;f' to burn; almost always used literally--neg. al{ not--Hiphil imperf. 3 m.p. lc;n' to pull out of danger; to deliver, rescue, or save--s.d.o. tae + c.s.n.const. + 3 m.p.suff. vp,n< lit., their souls, their respective lives--insep.prep. m + f.s.n.const. dy" lit., the hand, the power or authority--f.s.n. hb'h'l, 19X, flame of fire or the tip of a blade--adverb of non-existence !yIa; there does not exist--f.s.n. tl,x,G: 2X, hot coal, ember--insep.prep. l + Qal infin.const.~m;x' to heat or warm--m.s.n. rWa 6X, firelight--insep.prep. l + Qal infin.const. bv;y" to sit--prep. dg<n< + 3 m.s.suff. before it}
Exposition vs. 14

1. Verse 14 begins with the interjection hNEhi (hinneh--look, behold, pay attention), which is designed to draw the reader’s attention to what immediately follows.
2. The plural subjects of the verb hy"h' (hayah--to become, to enter a new state) must be the astrologers from the previous verse who have been declared impotent in terms of defending Babylon.

3. While the astrologers, prognosticators, and wise men may have been exalted in Babylon and may have enjoyed celebrity status, verse 14 describes their actual status before the Lord.
4. The noun vq; (qash--chaff) is one of the by-products of reaping, threshing, and winnowing; it refers to the coarsest residue of stubble which can be chopped up into straw, if necessary, for use in making bricks.  Ex. 5:12
5. When the word chaff is used in the Old Testament, it is almost always found in a simile and is mostly found in contexts of judgment.  Ex. 15:7; Isa. 33:11, 40:24
6. There are two distinct metaphors for God’s judgment; the first is chaff being removed by means of the wind of judgment (Ps. 83:13; Jer. 13:24), while the second is chaff being consumed by the fire of judgment.  Ex. 15:7; Mal. 4:1
7. This term can also be used as a metaphor for that which is worthless and/or impotent, which is how it should be understood in this context.  Isa. 33:11
8. Rather than provide deliverance for the nation, these soothsayers will be consumed by the same fiery cataclysm that will destroy nation and its inhabitants.
9. Although the destruction of the astrologers is introduced as a simile, the use of the verb @r;f' (saraph --to kindle a fire, to burn, to burn completely) moves this to the literal realm since that verb is only used for literal fire.

10. God challenged the Babylonian stargazers to step up and deliver the nation from His judgment in the previous verse (Isa. 47:13); He now asserts that they are unable even to provide deliverance for themselves.
11. The verb lc;n' (natsal--to deliver, to protect) generally denotes the snatching away or freeing someone from the grip of some distress.

12. In that regard, it is often coupled with the preposition !mi (min--from, away from) to emphasize the act of separating the object of rescue from danger.
13. The sign of the direct object tae (‘eth) introduces what it is that they cannot deliver; the Hebrew noun vp,n< (nephesh--soul) is used to refer to the life force and is used of both animals (Gen. 1:20,21) and humans.  Gen. 2:7
14. One should avoid the attempt to be too precise when dealing with this term, and should allow the immediate context to define it as closely as possible.
15. The term is used to denote the living being and is sometimes simply translated as person.  
Lev. 4:2, 21:11
16. In that regard, it may broaden the scope from the seers and prognosticators to include the souls for whom they are theoretically responsible.
17. These wise men lack the ability to rescue or deliver anyone (especially themselves) from the hand of the flame; this idiom should be understood to refer to the strength or power of the flames to consume them.
18. While the first part of the verse describes Babylon’s astrologers as chaff and asserts that they will be burned, the last two statements in verse 14 describe what will not happen.
19. These final two statements have been described as ironic litotes, which is a figure of speech that uses deliberate understatement to underscore the point being made.
20. It makes an affirmative statement by way of using a negative; this is normally done in order to add emphasis or to express irony.
21. In this case, the two statements are introduced by the adverb of nonexistence !yIa; (‘ayin--there does not exist), and they lack a connecting conjunction, which is known as asyndeton; this is designed to make this more dramatic by speeding the reader along.

22. The purpose of these final two statements is to emphasize the real magnitude of the fire that will devour Babylon and its inhabitants; it will not be a helpful fire, but a massive conflagration.
23. The burning of Babylon, as it undergoes the final cycle of destruction, is the ultimate sign of God’s rejection of Babylon and its practices.  Rev. 18:4-5,8
24. That burning, which represents the final cycle of discipline, is contrasted with the types of fires that are actually pleasant, such as a fire one uses to warm himself on a cold night or the type one uses to provide creature comfort.
25. This is simply another item on the list of things that Babylon will lose in one hour of one day; the energy crisis that many fear is coming to America will come in a way they do not expect.

26. This also points to the reality that the promise of destruction will remove the basic comforts of home from the stargazers and those they have failed to deliver.

Isaiah 47:15 "So have those become to you with whom you have labored, Who have trafficked with you from your youth; Each has wandered in his own way; There is none to save you.  {adverb 
!Ke thus, so; normally refers to what was said previously, but here, points to the final statement of verse 15--Qal perf. 3 p. hy"h' they became, they have become--insep.prep. l + 2 f.s.suff.--rel.pron. rv,a] he who, those who--Qal perf. 2 f.s. [;gEy" 26X, primarily, to labor to the point where one is tired or exhausted-- Qal act.part.m.p.const. + 2 f.s.suff.rx;s' 21X, merchants, traders--pref.prep. !mi + m.p.n.const. + 2 f.s.suff. ~yrIW[n> the early part of life, youth; from, from the time of your early history--m.s.n. vyai a man, each one--insep.prep. l + m.s.n.const. + 3 m.s.suff. rb,[e a region or area, normally one that lies beyond a river or a sea; land, country--Qal perf. 3 p. h['T' to wander around, to wander off--adverb !yIa; there does not exist--m.s.n.const. + 2 f.s.suff. [;yviAm one who provides deliverance or rescue, a savior--s samek, paragraph marker}
Exposition vs. 15

1. Verse 15 closes this prophecy and provides a bit of unexpected information regarding those who have previously engaged in a working relationship with Babylon.
2. Normally, the adverb !Ke (ken--thus, so, in this way) refers back to something previously stated; however, here, it looks forward to what is recorded later in verse 15 regarding those wh have abandoned Babylon.
3. The use of the verb hy"h' (hayah--to become) indicates that there has been a change in status; in this case, that change of status deals with the changed relationship between Babylon and the global merchants with whom she has engaged in business.
4. The plural subject of hy"h' (hayah--to become) is a substantival use of the participle which is derived from the verb rx;s' (sachar--to engage in trade or business) and refers to businessmen or merchants.
5. Many have recognized that this term has not been used in this context, and a number of interpreters believe that the abrupt change of subjects from astrologers to foreign traders is certainly difficult, if not impossible.
6. Thus, some have emended the text by substituting the verbal root rxv (shachar) for the root rxs (sachar); part of the reasoning is that the first root was used earlier in this chapter, where it had the sense of charm away or cause to disappear.  Isa. 47:11
7. However, there is nothing to suggest that the emendation is necessary, since the verb engaged in business is not actually unusual in this context, as will be demonstrated.
a. First, there is no doubt that the participle of the verb rx;s' (sachar--to engage in trade or business) was used to denote a businessman, trader, or merchant.  Gen. 37:28; IKings 10:28; Prov. 31:14; Isa. 23:2,8
b. Secondly, the Septuagint translated the Hebrew term with the Greek noun metabolh, (metabole), which means to change or exchange; it came to be used of bartering or trafficking, which is how the Septuagint understands it.

c. Additionally, the prophecy of Revelation 18 agrees very well with what is said in the final portion of this verse about the merchants and their separation from Babylon.  Rev. 18:15
d. Those who accept the translation as engaged in business point to the fame of Babylon as a great city engaged in significant trade; in Ezekiel, Babylon is referred to as a land of merchants.  Ezek. 17:4,12
e. Additionally, those who accept the idea of business being conducted also point to the fact that this term is used in several passages that lament the fall of great cities that were known for their economic activities.  Isa. 23:2,8; Ezek. 27:12,16,18,21

8. At least one interpreter attempts to straddle the fence on this issue and acknowledges that the sense of the verb is trafficked with you but goes on to say that the verb means sold you omens.

9. In the New English Translation, the editors completely miss the point and suggest that this is a simile which likens the omen-readers and stargazers to merchants; however, that is without any real foundation.
10. Nevertheless, there are several reasons to understand the text as dealing with those engaging in business, whether on the supply side or on the consumer side

11. Isaiah again uses the verb [;gEy" (yaghe’a--labored), as he did in verse 12, to emphasize the fact that this is no casual relationship; the verb first emphasizes the idea of labor or toil and then denotes the weariness that results from labor. 
12. Foreign trade has been a regular feature of the United States since the time it became a nation; it was so important that the collection of foreign trade data (import and export data) in the United States dates back to nearly the beginning of the nation. 

a. The collection of these data was vital to the government, since duties paid on shipments served as the nation's primary source of revenue.

b. Beginning in 1790, annual statistical statements on the imports and exports of the United States were compiled by the Treasury Department from reports submitted by the collectors of customs and were transmitted to Congress by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

c. These annual statements for the years 1790 to 1820 were published, along with other reports required by the Congress, in two volumes titled American State Papers.

d. This has continued to be a feature of the American government, although the actual department that oversees these statistics has changed several times.

13. Foreign trade was on the minds of the entrepreneurs who financed the first settlements in the Americas; they dreamed of riches, the kind that could come only from exploiting the natural resources of areas newly opened to European settlement and the kind derived from exporting the products.

a. When one compares the statistics regarding trade, beginning in the early 19th century, it becomes evident that in terms of exports of its own products per capita (excluding re-exports of products made by others), the United States has been twice as trade-oriented as Europe and more than five times as export-oriented as the world as a whole.
b. Following the European Wars in the late 18th century, Great Britain and France each attempted to block the other's trade with its colonies. 
c. The effect was to throw into American hands the greater part of the colonial carrying trade of the world, which was an economic prize for which European nations had been fiercely struggling for nearly two centuries.

d. When one considers the figures on net U.S. liabilities, they indicate that foreigners had some net claim on part of the wealth of the United States throughout the 19th century; this means that foreigners' claims on U.S. wealth were larger than U.S. claims on foreign wealth.
e. That trade deficit has continued to increase throughout the history of the US, and since 1975, America has had the largest trade deficit in the world.

14. The statement that follows completes the thought at the beginning of verse 15 about how, or what, these merchants have become to Babylon.
15. The noun vyai (‘iysh--man, husband, individual) should be understood here in the impersonal sense of somebody or each one.
16. The verb h['T' (ta’ah--wandered) is used to denote wandering in general, whether in a physical or ethical sense; in this context, the wandering is not to be understood as an ethical wandering from what is right.  IIKings 21:9; Ps. 58:3
17. Because the verb is used of the staggering that comes from an excess of alcohol (Job 12:25; Isa. 19:14, 28:7 “stagger”), some interpreters understand this to mean that Babylon’s trading partners stagger aimlessly, with no sense of direction.
18. This has been understood in various ways; the is that the panic-stricken inhabitants of Babylon are fleeing the city in obedience to the command to do so.  Jer. 50:8, 51:6; Rev. 18:4
19. The second is that this portrays Babylon’s merchant partners as drunks, staggering around in helplessness in disregard of Babylon and her troubles.
20. The third is one that understands this to refer not to merchant activity, but to those prognosticators who had provided Babylon with an erroneous view of what was coming upon her.
21. While the second view is close in that it does portray these businessmen as having no regard for the judgment coming on Babylon, it misses the point in that these are not doddering drunks, but are people who have recognized that there is no future for America.

22. Therefore, this should be understood to refer to the matter of physically leaving a place and moving to another preferred destination.  Isa. 13:14; Jer. 50:16
23. The last statement of verse 15 has an air of finality that is designed to communicate the awful reality that there is no one to deliver Babylon.
24. Her wise men, astrologers, magicians, and conjurers have failed to see her coming destruction and are of no value to her; in the end, all her allies and merchant partners will abandon her as well.
25. There will not only be no one who can save her, but there will be no one who will even make the attempt; rather, she will be left alone to suffer her final judgment at the hands of the brutal prophetic Medes.

26. The irony is that there does exist a savior who can deliver Babylon from her fate.  
Ps. 17:7; Isa. 43:11, 45:21

27. The nation could have been spared her awful fate had she paid any attention to those proclaiming the truth during her history, those who could have provided the nation with the doctrine that promotes the godliness code.  Jer. 51:8-9; ITim. 6:3; Tit. 1:1
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